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is the only object worth attending to. I hear by Mr Croft that my
brother is cruelly afflicted with the gout, and I see by the newspapers
that my nephew is ruining himself at cricket,+ and this is literally
all T know of the family.

Yours ever,

H. M.

To ManN, Tuesday 14 July 1773

Strawberry Hill, July 15th 1%73.
HAVE delayed writing to you from day to day, my dear Sir, that
I might be able at last to say something precisely to you about
my poor nephew, and myself with regard to his affairs, chiefly for
the information of his mother, who has not allured me to write to
herself.

Her son has had a terrible relapse, and for above a fortnight kept
me under dreadful alarms by attempting to destroy himself. He is
now quieter, and is settled at Hampstead in a house I have taken for
him, and with which he is pleased. He was to have gone to a farm*
he has near Newmarket, but as I am much upon my guard, I asked
whether there was water near it, and being answered, yes, a mill-
pond and wet ditches, I would not hear of it. Dr Jebbez reckons this
relapse favourable, as opposite to idiotism, into which he seemed
sinking. It may be so—but idiotism would guarantee his life, and
such relapses, (after recovering from the immediate cause of his
malady, the violent quack medicines) indicate strongly to me a
radical cause. It is not for his mother’s ear, but she knows that he
may have inherited the seeds from her own family.s

4. The first cricket club was formed at
the Star and Garter in London, with the
younger Sir Horace Mann as one of the
committee (John Timbs, Clubs and Club
Life in London, 1872, p. 450).

1. Presumably at Eriswell in Suffolk,
near Mildenhall and some ten miles north
of Newmarket. Eriswell was ‘on the edge
of the fens’ with ‘ponds close to it’ (post
28 April 1777; HW to Sir Edward Wal-

pole 21 April 147%). Orford in his will men-
tions his ‘houses at Eriswell and High
Beach,” the latter being near Loughton in
Essex (P.C.C. 166 Fountain).

2. Richard Jebb, whom Mann had seen
in Italy during the Duke of Gloucester’s
illness (ante 13 Dec. 1771, 25 Jan. 1772).

3. Lady Orford and some of her rela-
tives, the Rolles, were erratic, but no evi-
dence of actual insanity has been found.



