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such a scrutiny? The greater their power, the less they can content,
for every man measures his wishes by their power, not by his own
merit—and as Louis Quatorze said,>s “When 1 give a place, I make
twenty discontented, and one ungrateful.” Who almost that ever
reigned, would not be shocked to read his own history?

The Duke of Cleveland is dead:24 the greater part of his estate
comes to the Duke of Grafton,?s and I believe either the title of Cleve-
land or Southampton.26 The rest of his fortune goes to his nephew
Lord Darlington.??

Lord Ilchester=8 has had a stroke of palsy, and it is not the first. How
thick calamities fall on that family! Lord Holland drags on a wretched
life, and Lady Holland is dying of a cancer. Their youngest and only
good son® is just gone with his regiments to America.

Tuesday, 17.

Well, the King of France is dead—but nothing farther is yet known.
The new King was not to see the ministers for nine days, so to-
morrows* will be a bustling day in that Court, and of some importance

to this! Adieu!

fourth king after Edward I. The corpse
had, by that time, been buried g5 years.

23. ‘Toutes les fois que je donne une
place vacante, je fais cent mécontents et
un ingrat’ (Voltaire, Siecle de Louis XIV,
Chapter XXVI, in Euvres, ed. Moland,
1877-85, xiv. 446).

24. 18 May.

25. ‘By the failure of issue in that line,
a perpetual annuity of £8,000 per annum
devolves to the Duke of Grafton’ (Adnnual
Register, 1774, pt i. 193).

26. The Duke of Cleveland had been
both Duke and Earl of Southampton.
The title of Bn Southampton was created
in 1780 for the Duke of Grafton’s younger
brother, Charles Fitzroy, whose grand-
father was first cousin to the late Duke
of Cleveland. The Cleveland title was
conferred in 1827 on Lord Darlington’s
son,

27. Whose mother was the Duke of
Cleveland’s sister. By the Duke’s will of
27 Sept. 1763 -1 March 1771, Lord Dar-

lington was made residuary legatee (GEC
sub Cleveland).

28. Stephen Fox, first Earl of Ilchester,
and elder brother of Henry Lord Holland
(HW). He lived until 1776, but Lord and
Lady Holland both died in 1774, he on
1 July and she on 24 July.

29. Henry Edward Fox (1755-1811), who
had been made Captain, 14 Feb., and
became Colonel and aide-de-camp to
George III in 1483. He later commanded
at Gibraltar and in Sicily, was made
ambassador to Naples, and reached the
rank of General.

go. The 338th Foot, then stationed at
Boston.

g1. Louis XVI and the Court left
Choisy for la Muette 18 May in the
morning: ‘his Most Christian Majesty will
receive tomorrow his ministers, les grands
charges et les ambassadeurs de famille.
On Friday morning {20 May] he will
hold his first council’ (Stormont to Roch-
ford 18 May, S.P. 78/292 f. 64).



