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From MANN, Tuesday 17 May 1774

Parts of the first paragraph were printed in Doran ii. 260-1 and 263, and part
of the second in ii. 263.

Memoranda (by HW, in pencil, mostly erased):
—Dost thou satiric verse disclaim
Stampd <?over> by a Double name
Dull slave

Florence, May 17th 1%%74.

AM charmed, my dear Sir, with Mrs Pitt. She is a character that

I had not met with in any of our countrywomen. She often puts me
in mind a little of our late delicate friend, the Princess Craon, though
Mrs Pitt has not the least grain of her minauderies, and abounds in
good sense, for which the other great lady was not much renowned
et s’était dispensée for many years before we knew de lire et d’écrive
(as she wrote! to you in a line or two to thank you for the elegant
Chinese present), but still with all this material difference Mrs Pitt
would not, I think, be quite what she is, if she had not lived in
France? and frequented people of that fton. Her conversation is most
lively and entertaining, but her vivacity often exhausts her strength,
as particularly today, she has wrote me two polite notes to tell me that
her nerves are so weak that she cannot talk or go out with me to take
our usual airing, but must sit tranquilly on her charming terrace,
where you found me when you first came to Florence, though she says
she is impatient to have an account of the addolorata principessas with
whom I passed all yesterday. She dined here, and I afterwards carried
her to the Cascina, which delighted her much till their resemblance
to some of her own parks, where she had passed such delicious hours
with the Duke, produced a flood of tears. Mrs Pitt says that she is now
representing Andromache under a crowd of black veils, as she former-
ly by her no dress thought she was representing Iphiginia.+ I left her
before she sat out to write a few lines to the Pope, who showed her
every mark of attention and desired to be her agent in the purchase
which she again wishes to make of the Villa Nigronis at Rome, about

1. Her note to HW of g July 1742 NS 6. A slip of the pen, “The Duchess of
does not include these phrases; Mann Kingston has been here for two days. She
must tefer to some other note of thanks. is again desirous of purchasing the Villa

2. 1742—4 and 17537 (MORE i. 1, n. 1). Negroni at Rome, and hopes to renew

3. The Duchess of Kingston (HW). the treaty about it with that family at

4. In 1749 (ante iv. 49). Genoa, for which place she set out last

5. Negroni (ante 23 April 1774, n. %).  night’ (Mann to Rochford 17 May, S.P.



