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stance alone would make me adore them, in spite even of the con­
trary effect they had upon me, which I will now attribute to m y 

ignorance of the method of making use of them. Those I got here 
were of an enormous size to cover the vast quantity of flannel that 
m y foot was wrapped in. The heat that they soon produced was 
insupportable and without any remarkable degree of perspiration 
greater than the flannel had occasioned before. The swelling, too, 

of the whole foot and ankle frightened the surgeon1 who assisted 
me, and they still attribute the swelling and weakness that still re­
main to the distraction, as they call it, of the part and the inflamma­
tion they then occasioned, but all this shall have no effect upon m e 
for the future, if you will send m e a set of bootikins, and instruct m e 
how to use them. They must come by sea, and, I hope, will come 
time enough, as I a m not in any haste to try them. I think I find 
great benefit by strictly avoiding any damp or cold in m y feet, and 
have for that purpose worn galoches over m y shoes all this winter, 
and would recommend them to you. 

I have at last removed all m y nephew's qualms and apprehension 
of giving m e much trouble with so large a family. I have this day 
received his consent to live with me, and they propose to leave Nice 
about the middle of March, if Lady Lucy's health will permit it. 

Lady Orford has been much indisposed this winter, which she 
attributes to the air of Florence, and now that she is better in other 
respects, she is confined to sit in her bed by the hurt she received in 
her foot by the lancet with which she was bled. The Duchess of 
Kingston is bewailing her fate at R o m e in a most melancholy retire­
ment. Everything in the Conclave seems suspended for the present 
in expectation of the couriers who were dispatched to Vienna, Paris, 
and Madrid to complain of the Bourbon cardinals.2 O n their return 
at all events, it is thought, they proceed to the election. 

1. Mann's surgeon in May, 1786 was 
'Francisco Nesi' (Mann's will, P.C.C. 223 
Major), presumably Francesco Maria Nesi, 
honorary surgeon to Pius VI and to the 
Conclave of 1800 (Gaetano Moroni, 
Dizionario di erudizione storico-ecclesias-
tica, Venice, 1840-79, xliv. 138). 

2. 'L'un et l'autre parti [the zelanti 
and the Court cardinals] expedient de 
temps a autre des courriers en Allemagne, 
en Espagne, et en France. Le Chevalier 
Monino en recut dernierement un de 

Madrid' (Gazette de Leyde 10 Feb., sub 
Rome, 14 Jan.). 'On croit, que toutes ces 
negotiations ne se sont que pour la forme, 
et pour remplir le temps jusqu'a ce que 
l'on ait la reponse du Roi d'Espagne aux 
lettres, qui lui ont envoyees par l'expres, 
expedi£ il y a quelques semaines. On dit 
que le Cardinal des Lances a recu reponse 
a celles qui ont ete ecrites aux cours de 
Vienne et de Versailles' (ibid. 21 Feb., 
sub Bologna, 1 Feb.). 


