To MANN 26 DECEMBER 1775 163

My last letter was so voluminous that it must compensate for this.
How I long to have our correspondence finish! Your next, I con-
clude, will mention the passage of the Duke and Duchess® through
Florence. Adieu!

From MANN, Saturday go December 1775

Part of the first paragraph and all of the third were printed in Doran ii.
28g-91.

Florence, December goth 1775.

My dear Sir,

Y the last post, that is to say, two [days] ago, I received your kind

letter of the 8th inst., by which I see that you do not receive
such minute accounts of the Duke and Duchess as the tender in-
terest which you take in their welfare gives you a just title to expect.
I am cautious of making too much inquiry for fear of giving offence,
but I hear that the Duke is well in his health, has been at some of
the Roman assemblies,* and uses proper exercise. On a day ap-
pointed all the English travellers were admitted to kiss his hand, and
were graciously received. My nephew was of the number, but he had
not any opportunity to execute the commission I had most particu-
larly charged him with, to lay me at his Royal Highness’s feet and
to say everything that might convince him of my dutiful respect. He
therefore, according to his instructions, intended to speak to Colonel
Haywood? the next day, and to convey the same message to the Duke
by him, but as the post sat out before he could inform me of the
issue of it or of his audience of the Duchess, for which a day had
been appointed, I must wait for my nephew’s first letter from Naples,

taper in her hand. ... she were out

13. Of Gloucester (HW).
of al array saue her kyrtle only” (St

Thomas More, Works, Yale Edition, Vol.
II, New Haven, 1963, p. 54). In the
ballad, the ‘kyrtle’ became a sheet:

I penance did in Lombard Street
In shamefull manner in a sheet
(Percy, loc cit.).
‘Performing penance in a sheet (ori-
ginally for fornication)’ is in OED sub
‘Sheet’ 1b.

1. ‘On the 16th, the foreign ministers
were admitted to pay their respects to
him, and the next evening was appointed
by the Duchess to receive the Roman
ladies, but it was deferred on account of
a slight indisposition of her health’
(Mann to Weymouth o Dec., S.P. 98/80
f. 155).

2. Nathaniel
equerry.

Heywood, the Duke’s



