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that you think of coming over, is extreme—think of it!—I mean, 
to hear that you have fixed the time. Surely you can think of nothing 
else. Old Knight, the cashier,1 used to come once a year to Calais to 
look at the cliffs of England. You are not banished, as he was,2 but 
have been much longer absent.3 I will forgive any imprudence of 
impetuosity to come; take care I hear of no coldness. I a m almost 

afraid to frighten you with an account of our winter; but then it is 
such a winter as I never saw. I was with you at Florence in '41, and 
those ever since have been springs, and sometimes summers. This 
was made for the north pole, has lasted three weeks, and grows every 
day worse and worse. It caught m e at Lord Ossory's4 in Bedford­
shire, and locked m e up there above a fortnight. At last it gave m e 
the gout in both hands, on which I set out directly for London 
through mountains of snow and quarries of ice. I a m still confined, 
though I have had very little pain; yet I write with difficulty, and 
ill humour too, for I expected no gout this year. 

By your silence, though you mention them at Rome, I find their 
Royal Highnesses m y nephew and niece did not pass through Flor­
ence, for which I a m not sorry. I have had a letters from the Duchess, 
who tells m e the Pope has been a perfect knight-errant in courtesy 
and gallantry, and enjoined all manner of attentions to them from 
his college6 and nobility. It is not he that sent it to me, but I have 
had a red hat given to m e today—it was Cardinal Wolsey's.7 I am 

1. Robert Knight [1675-1744] cashier 
of the South Sea Company [1711-21] in 
the memorable year 1720. His son [Robert, 
ante i. 126] was created Lord Luxborough, 
and afterwards Earl of Catherlogh, and 
had an only son [Henry, ante iii. 462] 
who died before him without issue (HW). 
Knight absconded in 1721, after his ex­
amination 21 Jan. by a committee of 
secrecy investigating the South Sea Com­
pany, (Journals of the House of Commons 
xix. 406, 432, 509, 511 et passim; John 
Carswell, The South Sea Bubble, i960, pp. 
224-5, 236-8, 265-7, 281; J. H. Plumb, 
Sir Robert Walpole; the Making of a 
Statesman, 1956, pp. 340-2, 346, 349). He 
managed to get to Paris, where he re­
mained until pardoned 17 Aug. 1742 (GM 
1742, xii. 442). 

2. His escape was thought to have 
been contrived by the Sunderland ad­
ministration (Carswell, op. cit. 229). 'Mr 
Knight . . . who was instructed with the 
principal secret of this dark intrigue, 

either of his own accord, or as 'twas 
shrewdly suspected, at the suggestions of 
others, thought fit to retire out of the 
kingdom' (Political State, loc. cit.). In his 
own words, 'I have withdrawn myself . . . 
to avoid the weight of the inquiry' (to 
the Directors of the South Sea Company 
22 Jan. 1721, ibid.). 
3. For some thirty-eight years. Mann 

was already in Florence in 1738. 
4. Ampthill (HW). H W was there for 

the first two or three weeks of January 
(OSSORY i. 290; C O L E ii. 1). 

5. Missing. Presumably it was received 
by H W 24 Jan., and was brought 'Tues­
day night [23 Jan. by] one of the Duke 
of Gloucester's suite, arrived at Cumber­
land House from Rome, with letters from 
his Royal Highness' (Daily Adv 25 Jan.). 
6. Of cardinals. 

7. Lady Albemarle gave it to H W (Lady 
Albemarle to H W 28 Nov. 1776; M A S O N 
i. 313, n. 2). 


