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impatient to hear the result of Lady Orford's audience. I did not 
imagine she would ask it, as she was not content with the Duke 8 

when he was last at Florence: I suppose she is proud of her nepotism.0 

T h e trial of the late Pope's friend, the Duchess of Kingston, is 

put off till April.10 

The government is straining every nerve to muster a great army 
in America, though it must combat for its very landing. Fifteen 

thousand Hessians and Brunswickers are retained.11 This force, if 
half of it can get thither and land, must be maintained from hence. 
W e are not apt to be frugal about our armies abroad. Guess at the 
millions this will cost12—and come and see your country before all 
its splendour is at an end! Boston is famishing13—what is the fate 
of Quebec,14 we do not yet know. The Parliament is met/s but two 
thirds of the members are frozen in the country.16 Omiah,17 the 
native of Otaheite, breakfasted with M r Conway today, and learns 
to skate. H e had no notion of ice, and calls it stone-water; a very 
good expression. If he was in Ireland, they would advise him to 
carry over some in spirits. 

Shall you bring over a great many fine things for Linton? Shall 

8. The Duke of Gloucester (HW). 
g. The Duchess of Gloucester was the 

illegitimate niece of Lady Orford's first 
husband. 

10. 15 April, by order of the House 
of Lords 25 Jan. (Journals of the House 
of Lords xxxiv. 545; Daily Adv. 26 Jan.). 
n. George Ill's treaties of 9 Jan. with 

the Duke of Brunswick, of 15 Jan. with 
the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, and of 5 
Feb. with the Hereditary Prince of Hesse 
Cassel are printed in Journals of the 
House of Commons xxxv. 564-76. The 
Duke of Brunswick was to provide over 
4,000 men, the Landgrave more than 
12,000; the Hereditary Prince 608. 

12. The Army estimate for 1776, in­
cluding a regiment of Highlanders to be 
raised, totalled £2,082,796 185. 2d. (ibid. 
xxxv. 414-16, 421-2, 444, sub 1, 3, and 
15 Nov. 1775); the Navy estimate was 
£431,904 195. 6d. (ibid. xxxv. 432, sub 
10 Nov.), altogether nearly £2,514,702. 

13. 'Ail the old inhabitants had left 
Boston, and . . . what remained, being 
chiefly soldiers, were starving for want of 
food and firewood' ('letter from a Young 
Man at Boston . . . dated Boston, Dec. 4,' 

Daily Adv. 22 Jan.). 

14. 'Nothing relative to the capture of 
Quebec had reached Boston at the time 
of . . . [the] sailing' of the 'two trans­
ports which sailed from Boston the 16th 
of December,' and arrived at Falmouth 
on 21 Jan. ('Letter from Falmouth . . . 
Jan. 22,' ibid. 29 Jan.). 

15. The House of Lords met on 23 
Jan., the House of Commons on 25 Jan. 
(Journals of the House of Lords xxxiv. 
543; Journals of the House of Commons 

xxxv. 495). 
16. In the Lords 13 attended on 23 

Jan., 18 on the 24th, and 24 on the 25th; 
in the Commons on 26 Jan. only 70 mem­
bers were present; on 27 Jan. only 6 
members; on both days the House was 
adjourned (ibid. xxxv. 496; Journals of 
the House of Lords xxxiv. 543-4). The 
majority returned to London by 1 Feb., 
when 'there was a very numerous court 
at St James's, by the arrival of a great 
number of the nobility in town from their 
country seats, who had been detained a 
long time on account of the badness of 
the roads' (Daily Adv. 2 Feb.). 

17. Omai (Boswell's Life of Johnson, 
ed. Hill and Powell, Oxford, 1934-50, iii. 

8, 469). 


