
i8o FROM M A N N 2 MARCH 1776 

From M A N N , Saturday 2 March 1776 

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran ii. 311-12, and all of the 
third in ii. 307-8. 

H W corrected two words in this letter, 'quadrate' and 'Leinster.' 

March the 2d 1776. 

B Y the irregularity of the post, I can only acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of January the 28th, at the departure of which I 

perceive that those you so impatiently expected from m e were not 

arrived. I almost dread to receive your next, as I see that you persist 

in your advice to m e to return home, though I have great hopes that 

the reasons I alleged in a former letter may induce you to alter your 

opinion in that respect. The example you quote of old Knight does 

not exactly quadrate1 with m y situation. H e left England2 much later 

in life than I did, and though he might once a year go to Calais to see 

our cliffs, he no sooner got leave to return to them than he repented 

of changing climates, and died a few months after. H o w could I ex­

pect a better fate at m y age and with so feeble a constitution! for the 

reparation of which I was sent in a ship to Naples in m y younger 

days with m y coffin by m y side.3 I should be unwilling now to want 

another, at least for a few years. M y nephew is to do everything there 

for me. I have given him the use of Linton and a gentle warning to 

M r Foote, who by his letter showed a disposition to leave it and to 

hire a house4 near that he had in view. I begged it might not be done 

in a hurry or with any inconveniency to himself or family, and that 

he would go on as in m y brother's time till m y nephew's return, who 

would regulate that point to their mutual satisfaction. You ask m e 

if I have any fine things to put there: not a single bust or fragment. 

1. Mann wrote 'quadre' which H W 
explained by writing 'quadrate' above. 

2. In 1721, aged 45. 
3. Mann seems to have been at Naples 

in 1732 (ante i. p. xxx, n. 9). Sir James 
Porter wrote to Edward Sedgewick 4 Jan. 
1765 that Mann 'was condemned by the 
physicians, went by sea to Leghorn, car­
ried his coffin on board of the ship, and 
has lived there till now in old age' (Hist. 
MSS Comm. Report XII. Appendix IX, 
1891, p. 342). The Morning Chronicle 

8 Dec. 1786 reported 'that the late Sir 
Horace Mann, at his first departure for 
Florence, actually bespoke his coffin, and 
took it abroad along with him.' 

4. Benjamin Hatley Foote died in 1791 
'at Mailing Abbey in Kent,' where his 
elder son afterwards lived (John Burke, 
Genealogical and Heraldic History of the 

Commoners, 1836-8, i. 372; G M 1791. lxi 
pt i. 684). Mailing is near Linton in west 
Kent. 


