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Reflect, I beseech you, how I have struggled all my life with econ-
omy. I could never spare ten guineas to gratify any fancy of that kind,
or to purchase for myself what I have procured for Mr Hoare, Lord
Melcombe, and many rich purchasers. The time is now past. The
English have gleaned Florence of everything that was worth taking
away.

My nephew is still at Naples, where Lady Lucy has quite recovered
her former state of health. She dances and partakes of all the amuse-
ments there. They are now on the point of moving to Rome, and
propose to be here the 15th of April. He is sadly disappointed, as my
brother failed in the most solemn promises he had always made him.
He has taught me to be dissatisfied with the will, and I shall do every-
thing in my power to rectify anything that can admit of reparation.
He has wrote to a Mr Duanes about the mortgages on Linton, the
little estate in Sussex, and the lands in Tortola. All this would be
indifferent to me, were it not for his sake.

I am afraid of inquiring into what passes at Rome. All I know is
that their three Royal Highnesses are well, that the young Prince
was christened® with as much éclat as a private house? could admit of,
and that all the English at Rome assisted at the ceremony, but still
I don’t know his name or the godfathers,? excepting the Margrave of
Bareith.

The Duchess of Linters with her numerous family is coming here
to pass the summer. I have found a large villare for her. Lady Cowper
is four months gone with child.’* Her Lord and she live together in
the most perfect harmony. This I mention to contradict a report in
England that had reached a great personage’s ear,®? that they were

5. Matthew Duane (1707-85), lawyer, 8. Prince William of Gloucester’s other

antiquary, and coin-collector (OssoRry ii.
200, n. 18).

6. ‘By the Rev. Mr Salter,” 12 Feb. (M
1776, xlvi. 138). ‘Last Monday the month
was up; my boy was christened; all the
English 32 present’ (Ds of Gloucester to
Jane Clement 16 Feb., MS now wsL),

7. The Duke of Gloucester’s letter to
HW, 17 Jan,, was dated from the ‘Teodoli
Palace, Rome.” This palace on the Corso
was opposite the church of Sta Maria
Maddalena al Corso, near the Palazzo
Chigi on the Piazza Colonna ([D.
Magnan], La Ville de Rome, 3d edn,
Rome, 1783, p. 188 and plate 5, No. 13).

godparents were the Duke and Duchess
of Saxe-Gotha (e¢M, loc. cit.). They were
Ernst (1745-1804), Duke of Saxe-Gotha,
1772, m. (1769) Charlotte of Saxe-Mein-
ingen (1751-1827). The Duke of Saxe-
Gotha was a nephew of the Duke of
Gloucester’s mother (Isenburg, Stammta-
feln i. taf. 49).

9. Corrected to Leinster by HW.

10. She had a miscarriage in June 1776,
and went to her brother’s country seat
at Aubigny instead of visiting Italy (pu
DEFFAND iv. 830, 331).

11. Their eldest son was b. g Aug.

12. George IIL



