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news—if favourable, when will her Grace or Ladyship set out for 
R o m e to display the fine things she left in the Pope's custody, or 

otherwise, shall I have a commission to demand them of his Holiness 
for another proprietor? The case may become very embarrassing! 

This little Court has received an invitations from the Empress 
Queen to meet her at Gorizia with five of their children. The 22d 
and 26 are appointed for the departure of the two caravans.6 The 
Empress wished much to come on hither, but they frightened her 
by telling her that she was too old to travel so far—but the real truth 

is supposed to be that they would not allow her such an opportunity 
to squander her treasure. 

Yours ever, 

H. M. 

To MANN, Wednesday 17 April 1776 

Arlington Street, April 17, 1776. 

I O P E N E D your letter of the 2d with trembling, for the Duchess 

of Gloucester had told me 1 with great concern the danger of Lady 
Lucy.2 As she was still alive and your nephew thought her in less 
danger, I will venture to hope she is safe, because I wish it so much 
for all your sakes—but I shall be very impatient for another letter, 
and to hear you yourself are better. 

You may think of America, if you please, but we think and talk 
but of one subject, the solemn comedy that is acting in Westminster 
Hall. Deep wagers had been laid that the Duchess-Countess3 would 

5. Maria Theresa wrote to her daugh­
ter, Maria Christine on 11 April, 'votre 
frere et elle [the Grand Duchess] seront 
deja le 29 a Gorice, nous le 30, et les 
enfants le 2 [mai]' (Briefe der Kaiserin 
Maria Theresia an Ihre Kinder und 
Freunde, ed. Arneth, Vienna, 1881, ii. 
411, 421). This plan had to be changed 
(post 4 May 1776). 
6. 'The Empress had fixed the day of 

her departure for Gorizia [23 March], 
in consequence of which orders were 
instantly given to make proper disposi­
tions for their Royal Highnesses' depar­

ture and that of the three elder princes 
and two princesses, who are to set out 
the 22d of this month, and the Great 
Duke and Duchess the 24th' (Mann to 
Weymouth 13 April, S.P. 98/81 f. 63; see 
also Arneth, op. cit. ii. 18). 

1. Her letter is missing. 

2. Lady Lucy Noel, wife of Sir Horace 
Mann the younger (HW). 
3. Elizabeth Chudleigh Countess of 

Bristol, married, during the Earl's life, 
to the last Duke of Kingston (HW). 


