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was not to decorate the French fleet any more, as he had gained 
sufficient honour in the late affair,6 and that it was not thought 
proper to expose his person to a second engagement. Our admirals 
perhaps will be sorry for this. I should think that your family would 
not be displeased if the same motive should intervene to prevent an­
other Prince7 from exposing his person in a cause much less interest­
ing to his nation. T h e accounts we have here of the affairs in Ger­
many give no hopes of an accommodation, and that determined the 
Great Duke to go to Vienna.8 The Great Duchess followed him a few 
days after,?1 and they probably will be absent the whole winter. M y 
nephew will begin his journey towards England tomorrow. H e goes 
by Geneva and other places which he has not seen, so that he will 
be near six weeks10 on the road, and proposes to return hither in the 
spring. I have consigned to him, well sealed up, all your letters ex­
cepting that now before me.11 It is a treasure that I very unwillingly 
part with. 

The Duchess of Kingston is still at Rome. She went thither to send 
her treasure to Leghorne, and now stays there to receive it back 
again, as the Russian ship of war,12 which by that Empress's order was 

der of his fleet, and joined the former in 
sight of the harbour' (Daily Adv. 27 Aug., 
sub Plymouth, 23 Aug.). Keppel, bound 
for Brest (Sandwich Papers iv. 156), was 
'off the Lizard' on 25 Aug. (ibid. iv. 157). 
5. Presumably Billerey (ante 31 March 

1778). 
6. The battle off Ushant. He had been 

charged 'd'avoir nui au succes du combat 
naval d'Ouessant' (Mercy-Argenteau to 
Maria Theresa 17 Nov., Marie-Antoinette. 
Correspondance sicrete entre Marie-
Thirese et le Comte de Mercy-Argenteau, 
ed. Arneth and Geffroy, 1874, iii. 264) , and 
for this reason 'se trouvait engage dans de 
facheuses tracasseries avec les chefs de la 
marine francaise' (ibid.). His quitting 'le 
lieu de Paction au moment decisif avec les 
vaisseaux qu'il commandait,' was ascribed 
to his ignorance 'du langage des signaux' 
rather than to his 'manque de courage' 
(ibid. n. 1). The Duke left for Paris, 30 
July, and informed Sartine that he wanted 
to leave the service; the Duke had already 
confided this intention to d'Orvilliers. In 
August he rejoined the fleet, leaving it 
again on 18 Sept. and arriving 21 Sept. at 
Paris to find that d'Orvilliers's complaints 

against him (for not obeying signals) had 
made him unpopular. The Duke asked the 
King to appoint him 'colonel-general des 
troupes ldgeres' as a means of vindication, 
and he took oath for that post, 18 Nov. 
(Am£d£e Britsch, La Jeunesse de Philippe-
Lgaliti, 1926, pp. 282-94). 

7. The Duke of Gloucester, who wanted 
to serve under Frederick II of Prussia. 
8. 30 Aug. (Gazzetta toscana 4 Sept., 

xiii. 142; Frederick II to Prince Henry of 
Prussia 12 Sept., Politische Correspondenz 
xii. 432). The Grand Duke of Tuscany 
arrived in Vienna 6 Sept., and left on the 
14th (the day of the beginning of the 
Prussian retreat) 'pour aller faire visite a 
l'Empereur son frere, actuellement en Bo-
heme' (Gazette de Leyde 22, 29 Sept., 2 
Oct.). 
9. 9 Sept. (Gazzetta toscana 12 Sept., 

xiii. 145). 
10. He was in London ca 24 Nov. (post 

27 Nov. 1778). 
11. Ante 25 Aug. 1778. Mann had re­

turned to H W the letters 'from the latter 
end of 1773 to the 18th September 1776,' 
by Daniel Giles (ante 12 Oct. 1776 bis). 

12. The Aquila del Nord, which left 


