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achievements on our side—but some for discontent. The trial of 
Admiral Keppel is most unpopular, especially with his own pro­
fession. Lord Hawke and eleven other admirals3 have presented to 
the King a remonstrance4 against the precedent, on the lateness of 
the complaint, on the impropriety of it as subjecting commanders-
in-chief to the uncertainty of opinion, and on the precipitation of 
the Admiralty in ordering the trial. A draught of the remonstrance 
was shown to M r Keppel himself; he tore it, and desired it might 
not be presented— This did him great honour—but did not pre­
vent the delivery. I should think the Parliament would meet again 
in cloudy weather, though they may vote it is fair. 

I came hither on N e w Year's day to try change of weather, as I 
mend very slowly or not at all. In truth I expect but little meliora­
tion. M y natural weakness, with so many attacks, so much gout in 
my constitution, and sixty-one, no elastic age, make me conclude 
that I shall not pass much of m y remaining time out of my own 
houses. It is a doom I shall not struggle with: I have no idea of 
forcing a helpless skeleton upon other people; nor can see myself 
but what I am. It seems strange to me that so many decrepit cardinals 
should have accepted the tiara, when they were as likely to be buried 

as crowned. 
I shall carry this letter to town with m e tomorrow, and add any 

news, if I hear any before Friday. I might, from the little I had to 
say, have waited till the Parliament met next week;s but it seemed 
as if I had not written to you for some time. Your nephew I conclude 
is out of town, for I have seen him but the once I told you. But I 
am still more impatient to hear from you again, as your last left you 
with remains of fever. I know you are not rash, and know how to 
manage yourself in fevers; but you have not good Dr Cocchi to 
watch you, and I have no opinion of Italian Galens. I think too that 
there was low-spirited accent in your style, but trust it was the effect 

3. Bolton, Geary, Young, Moore, S. missioners 'did, on the very same day on 
Graves, Gayton, Harland, Pigot, Shuld- which the charge was preferred . . . give 
ham, Bristol, and Barton (Sandwich Pa- notice of their intending that a court 
pers ii. 213, n. 1). martial should be held on the said Ad-

4. Delivered to the King by the Duke miral Keppel, after forty years of meri-
of Bolton on 30 Dec. 1778 (George III to torious service.' The remonstrance also 
Lord North, 1 Jan., George Ill's Corr. ed. spoke of the 'dangers of long concealed, 
Fortescue iv. 254). It is printed in the and afterwards precipitately adopted 
Public Adv. 4 Jan.; London Chronicle 2- charges' (Public Adv. 4 Jan.). 
5 Jan., xiv. 11; also in G M 1779, xlix. 13- 5. 14 Jan. (Journals of the House of 
14. It charged that the Admiralty com- Commons xxxvii. 57). 


