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of the times. I impute to that habit an expression, which though the 
effusion of your friendship and tenderness for me, I must reclaim 
against. You say you love and adore m e — Jesus! m y dear Sir! what 
an object of adoration! You put m e in mind of what I have read in 
some traveller,6 who viewing some Indian temple, that blazed with 
gold and jewels, was at last introduced into the sanctum sanctorum, 
where behind the veil sat the object of worship—an old baboon!— 
and perhaps poor Pug's inside, as well as out, was fairer than mine! 

8th. 

I have no news to add; all eyes are now on Portsmouth, where 
the trial began yesterday. Prudence is not gone thither, nor had any 
hand in the business—but she has been out of fashion for some time; 
and her mimic, Cunning, does not act her part with success. Adieu! 

From M A N N , Saturday 16 January 1779 

Florence, January 16th 1779. 

I A M most extremely grieved, m y dear Sir, to see by your kind 

letter of the 18 December (which by the extraordinary severity 
of the weather had been detained longer on the road than usual, 
even at this season) that you had then made so little progress towards 
your recovery, and that in addition to the excruciating pains of the 
gout, you had so great a weakness in your breast as made it necessary 
to exclude much company and to avoid speaking. Nevertheless, in 
that deplorable situation your great goodness for m e induced you to 
dictate the affectionate letter for which I am now thanking you, 
though the reflection that it might have given you a moment's un­
easiness at the time gives m e real concern. If I have expressed too 
much impatience to hear from you, I trust that you know what 
motive to attribute to. I now most sensibly feel that private affections 
absorb every other sentiment. I beg therefore that you will not even 
dictate a single line till it can even be an amusement to you. During 
m y nephew's residence in town, which I suppose will now be pretty 

6. The Six Voyages of John Baptista 30 miles above Agra), that bears resem-
Tavernier, 1677, a translation by blance to HW's description. He may have 
John Phillips contains an account of the read the Six Voyages but did not own it. 
temple of Kesava Deva at Mathura (about 


