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very unlike a madman,? and wishes not to live—he is to suffer on 
Monday,10 and I shall rejoice when it is over, for it is shocking to 
reflect that there is a human being at this moment in so deplorable 
a situation—• It would be foolish to repeat that we are a nation of 
lunatics—yet with so many outward and visible signs, can one avoid 
thinking so?— Alas! we are likely to undergo sharp purgations, that 
may bring us to our senses again! T he loss of blood has not yet cured 
us—for the loss of money, it has had but the same effect on the 
nation, as on our youthful gamesters—it has made us more extrava­

gant. 
I shall reserve the rest of m y paper till Tuesday—perhaps I may be 

able to contradict the Spanish article. 

Tuesday. 

No; I do not affirm nor deny—however, nothing is yet public, and 
I imagine there is still some negotiation going on, as the Spanish 
ambassador11 receives frequent couriers, and writes much. 

T h e poor assassin was executed yesterday. T he same day Charles 
Fox moved for the removal of Lord Sandwich, but was beaten by a 
large majority,12 for in Parliament the ministers can still gain vic­
tories. Adieu! 

9. In his defence, Hackman was re­
ported to have said, 'the deed was the 
frenzy of the moment' (Public Adv. 17 
April), but Judge Blackstone concluded 
'he was not insane' (ibid.; Daily Adv. 17 
April). HW's copy of the 8th edn of The 
Case and Memoirs of the late Rev. Mr 
James Hackman, 1779, is now W S L (Hazen, 
Cat. of HW's Lib. No. 1609:40:1). 

10. 'The jury, without going out of 
court, found him guilty, when the Deputy 
Recorder passed sentence on him, or­
dering him to be executed on Monday 
[19 April] next,' when he was hanged at 
Tyburn (Daily Adv. 17, 20 April). 

11. Almoddvar. He was kept in igno­
rance of Spain's negotiations with France 
for an invasion of England (A. T. Patter­
son, The Other Armada, Manchester, 
i960, p. 46). 

12. 'A motion was made . . . that an 
humble address be presented to his Maj­
esty ... to remove from his presence and 
councils John Earl of Sandwich on account 
of the general ill state of the navy under 
his administration at the most critical 
seasons.' The motion was defeated 118 to 
224 (Journals of the House of Commons 
xxxvii. 334). 


