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From ManN, Saturday 17 April 1779

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran ii. g57, and part of the
second in ii. g49.

Florence, April 17, 1779.

My dear Sir,

ONLY write now to bewail [the] retardure of the letters from Eng-

land. Five mails from thence are now in arrear, so that we know
nothing more than the reduction of Pondechery, nor dare give credit
to twenty reports still more important than that. Letters have been
received at Leghorn (by sea indeed, which makes the contents subject
to a quarantine) both from Toulon and Marseilles that Admiral
Byron had attacked d’Estaing at Martenique, had destroyed some of
his ships and taken nine, and that d’Estaing had either been killed or
had killed himself, and that Martenique had surrendered. Can all
this be true!* Many people have flocked to me this morning to en-
deavour to persuade me of the certainty of it, and I feel myself quite
disposed to believe it—But still am impatient for a confirmation,
though 24 tedious hours must pass before the arrival of the post, and
even then it is uncertain if he may bring the mails from England, till
when we must live upon hopes.

Excepting the afore-mentioned reports, which are the chief talk of
the town, the Pope’s illness,> which is thought by his physicianss to
be very serious, employs many. I receive twice a week a diary of it,
and by that must think so too. Cabals among the cardinals are al-
ready begun, and the foreign ministers join with them. Cardinal de

1. The news was discredited in Paris as

developed in March, 1779 (Pastor, Ge-
being ‘autant exagérées’ (Gazette de Leyde

schichte der Pipste xvi pt iii. 23). Mann

30 March, sub Paris, 23 March). The
latest authentic naval news available to
Mann were Byron’s letters of 4 and 5
Feb., published in the London Gazette
Extraordinary 24 March, from which it
appears that d’Estaing was still at Port
Royal Harbour; that on 12 Jan. ‘he came
out . .. with sixteen sail, and stretched
over towards St Lucia,” but ‘no sooner
discovered our force than he tacked and
made the best of his way to regain the
harbour, which he accomplished before
it was possible to bring any of his ships
to action.’

2. A theumatism of the joints, which

reported: “The Pope continues in a dan-
gerous state of health, his illness is called
an inflammatory rheumatism in every part
of his body; he has been blooded seven
times, and often blistered ... he is to-
tally incapable to attend to any business’
(to Weymouth 10 April, S.P. 98/82 f.
330)-

3. Natale Saliceti (d. 1789), and Giuseppe
de Rossi; Rossi was physician to the Con-
clave of 1774, and was Pius VI's physician
until 1798 (Pastor, op. cit. xvi pt iii. 24;
Gaetano Moroni, Dizionario di erudizione
storico-ecclesiastica, Venice, 184079, xliv

137-8).



