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Duchess20 was some lady's woman, or young lady's governess. Fortune 
was in her most jocular moods, when she made all these matches, or 

had a mind to torment the Herald's Office. 

nth. 

Last night I received from town the medal you promised me on the 
Moorish alliance.30 It is at least as magnificent as the occasion re­
quired, and yet not well executed. The medallist Siriez,31 I conclude, 

is grandson of my old acquaintance Louis Siriez32 of the Palazzo 
Vecchio. 
Yesterday's Gazette issued a proclamation33 on the expected in­

vasion from Havre, where they are embarking mightily. Some think 
the attempt will be on Portsmouth. To sweeten this pill, Clinton 
has taken a fort and 70 men34—not near Portsmouth, but New York; 
and there were reports at the latter, that Charles-Town is likely to 
surrender.3* This would be something, if there were not a French 
war and a Spanish war in the way between us and Carolina— Sir 
Charles Hardy is at Torbay with the whole fleet, which perhaps was 
not part of the plan at Havre—we shall see, and you shall hear—if 
anything passes. 

ess was his legitimate daughter, by a wife 
who d. 1778, but Panton was, in 1779, liv­
ing with a mistress, Sarah Tuting. 

29. Mary Anne Layard (1743-1804), m. 
(1769) Lord Brownlow Bertie, 5th D. of 
Ancaster, 1779. 

30. Between the Great Duke of Tuscany 
and the Emperor of Morocco (HW). See 
ante 4, 15 May 1779. 

31. Presumably Cosimo Siries (ante 4 
May 1779, n. 5), although Luigi Siries 
(1743-1811) grandson of old Louis Siries 
(see below) was apparently a medallist 
also (Antonio Zobi, Notizie storiche sull' 
origine e progresso dei lavori di commesso 
in pietre dure, 1853, pp. 347-8; Thieme 
and Becker). 

32. A French silversmith settled at Flor­
ence (HW). See ante i. 93, n. g, where his 
death date is incorrectly given; he proba­
bly d. 1759, and was director of the Opi-
ficio delle Pietre Dure at Florence, 1749-
59 (Zobi, loc. cit.). 

33. Of 9 July, ordering all officers, civil 
and military, in case of invasion to drive 
the live stock away from the coasts to 
keep them from the enemy (London Ga­

zette No. 11994, 6-10 July). 
34. Clinton's letter to Germain, 18 June, 

announced the surrender on 1 June of 
Fort la Fayette at Stony Point on the 
Hudson; 'the fort mounted four pieces 
of artillery, and the garrison consisted of 
one captain, three lieutenants, a surgeon's 
mate, and 70 privates' (London Gazette, 

loc. cit.). The Americans recaptured the 
fort (post 11 Oct. 1779). 
35. Capt. John Henry wrote from Sa­

vannah, 23 May 'Charlestown [Charleston, 
S.C.] has offered to capitulate, if they 
might remain neuter during the war, 
which was refused' (London Gazette, No. 

11995, 10-13 July)-


