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countenance such a report. You will be cautious therefore, till you
hear farther, what you write. Mention no politics, but to the
ministers, as you ought to do.

Everything goes as well as possible in Ireland. You are much
too candid when you impute no bad designs to the person? whose
speech has been Italianized. The circumstances of the governesss
and child are true just as you heard them.

I have received the two books of Caprarola from Lord Algernon
Percy: I had quite forgotten to whom you had consigned them. It
is not a way of speaking, but I do insist on your letting me know
what they cost, that I may pay your nephew. You would deprive me
of the pleasure of troubling you now and then with a little com-
mission, if you do not let me reimburse you. I shall employ Sir
W. Hamilton# in that way, if you forbid my applying to you, which
you will do effectually, if you do not send me the prices of the Fatti
Farnesiani.

No answer is come yet to Sharpe from Cavalier Mozzi.

Tuesday 16th.
An event has now happened that is decisive. The ministers were
beaten last night in the House of Lords by eight votes on the India
Bill.s An administration beaten often implies a court beaten—at
present the reverse is true.® It is not proper to say more—but as
our newspapers seldom leave anything unexplained, though com-

monly falsified or blundered, you will not remain long in the dark.
Adieu!

a conference that Earl Temple had held
with his Majesty on Thursday last. . . .
That Lord Temple should have circu-
lated such a report . . . is not extremely
probable . . . therefore, the whole must
doubtless have been the impudent fabri-
cation of some hired runner, to produce
a temporary alarm.””’ (quoted in Almon’s
Parliamentary Register, 1781—96, xiv. 60—
1). Though repeatedly pressed, Temple
abstained from ‘any precise declaration

. . of what occurred in the conference
with the King’ (ibid. xiv. 69; London
Packet 12-15 Dec.).

2. Dr Hervey Bishop of Derry and Earl
of Bristol. He sent to Rome a speech he

had made in favour of the Roman Cath-
olics; it was translated into Italian,
printed and dispersed (HW).

3. Lady Elizabeth Foster, daughter of
the Earl, who was parted from her
husband, went to France at the expense
of the Duke of Devonshire with the
natural daughter of his Grace (HW).

4. Minister at Naples (HW).

5. The Duke of Chandos’s motion for
adjournment was carried, 87 to 49 (ibid.
xiv. 69; Journals of the House of Lords
xxxvii. 25).

6. For the changes in administration
see post 19 Dec. 1783. See also post 26
March 1784.



