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Eagle’s eastern wing would expand itself as well as the western—
and so I recollect I hinted to you two years ago that I expected it

would.

If the town does not do something odd and worth repeating
within these two days, I must send away my letter, squab as it is.
I cannot coin news though so easy a practice as our newspapers
prove by the daily lies they publish—I will not say invent, for
thousands, who get nothing by the manufacture, help the printers
to numberless falsehoods. Our newspapers are deservedly forbidden
in France’ for impudent scandal on the French Queen.® I am always
ashamed that such cargoes of abuse should be dispersed all over
Europe; and frequently our handsomest women are the themes.
What Iroquois must we seem to the rest of the world!

Lombardy and Venice,’ etc, and para-
graph g of the same letters patent pro-
vides for the coronation of his succes-
sors with the ‘ancient iron crown, the
crown of this kingdom’ (Nouveau recueil
des traités, ed. G. F. de Martens, Goét-
tingen, 1817—42, v. 55-8; see also Art.
XCIII of the Congress of Vienna, 1813,
in New Annual Register, 1815, p. 267;
Recueil des traités . . . conclus  par
VAutriche, ed. Leopold Neumann, Leip-
zig, 1855— , ii. yog; Francis II’'s memo-
randum of 22 Feb. 1815, in Joseph Alex-
ander, Freiherr von Helfert, Zur Ges-
chichte des Lombardo-Venezianischen
Konigreichs, Vienna, 1908, pp. 316-19).

n. The London Chronicle 11-13 Jan.
1785, lvii. 42, sub ‘Paris, Dec. 31, re-
ported: ‘The introduction of the English
newspapers is just prohibited here. For
some time past, for want of political
matter, these papers were filled with
nothing but absurd and ridiculous sto-
ries and satirical pictures of the principal
and even of the most august personages

of Europe’ For instance, Vergennes’s
letter of 7 Sept. 1782 (printed in Louis-
Pierre Manuel, La Police de Paris

dévoilée [1791], i. 214-16), orders the
Bureau des gazettes étrangéres ‘4 inter-
dire lentrée et le débit ... dans le
royaume’ of the Gazette d’Utrecht for
inserting ‘deux articles calomnieux et

outrageux pour Messieurs de Fleury et
de Grasse . . . dans le numéro 63."

8. According to Manuel (1'un des ad-
ministrateurs de 1789’) ‘presque toutes
les anecdotes calomnieuses et controuvées
qui ont été imprimées dans les papiers
anglais sur la Cour de France, ont été
écrites par Mac-Mahon . .. un des co-
opérateurs du Courier de UEurope’;
and further, ‘le Sieur Perkins Mac-
Mahon, prétre apostat, marié a Londres,
Irlandais d’origine, né en France, vicaire
de paroisse & Rouen d’oir il décampa en
1771 ou 1772 avec une jeune fille sa
pénitente . . . est auteur de plusieurs
écrits tres licentieux contre la Cour de
France, qui s’impriment dans le Morn-
ing Herald dont il est le sous-rédacteur,
sous le titre ordinaire, extrait d’une lettre
de Paris’ (Manuel, op. cit. ii. 248-g). For
background of obscene libels, written
and published at London (such as Les
Amours de Charlot et Toinette, Les Pas-
setemps d’Antoinette, Les Petits soupers
de UHétel de Bouillon, etc.), and for the
history of French attempts to suppress
them, see ibid. i. 286-56; ii. 235-8, 248-
53; Hector Fleischmann, Les Pamphlets
libertins contre Marie-Antoinette, [1908],
pp. 114-28; for the Comte d’Artois and
the petits soupers see also Rambler’s
Magazine, March 1785, pp. 118-19, sub
‘Amorous and Bon Ton Intelligence.’



