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of Mr Crofts. James stayed only a fortnight here, choosing rather 
to see R o m e and Naples than the festivals at Pisa for the arrival of 
the King and Queen of Naples, as he could not be in time to return 
hither before the bad air. T'other nephew went to Pisa the day only 
before the battle of the bridge, which was to be performed as this 
day,2 and after looking in at the great ball,3 in or out of mask as 
people pleased, intended to be here at dinner tomorrow, for you 
must observe that I write when I can, and now two days before the 
departure of the post. I have not dined at table with anybody since 
the beginning of last October. M y pittance is brought to m e in bed. 
If the ball of this evening answers the preparations for it, it ought 
to be very magnificent. The great court of the university called the 
Sapienza has been covered in and floored, and within the corridor 
or cloisters that are on the sides and back front, measures 120 feet 
in length by 60 in breadth.* You will judge then how many thousand 
people it will hold. From thence they write seven thousand; they 
must not indeed be all dancers. Besides the corridors, there are 
several large rooms in which the lectures were held. These are ap­
propriated for cards and other uses. I should have begun by telling 
you that by a very injudicious navigation* through the channel of 
Piombino the Neapolitan squadron was detained there more than 
three days. Their Majesties debarked at Leghorn on the 9th. They 
slept there that night. The next morning at five o'clock the King 
went to the Mole to go to his ship.6 The pilot of his barge? was not 
there. The King took the rudder himself, and afterwards reprimand­
ing the pilot, who answered, 'Managgia chi I'aspettava tanto presto.'8 

Here I must repose a little.— 
13th. Early this morning couriers arrived here with the notice 

2. 12 May, by order of the Grand Duke 5. 'By contrary winds' (Mann to 
(ante 15 March 1785, n. 10). Carmarthen 10 May, loc. cit.). 

3. 'The same evening . . . the great 6. The S. Giovacchino (Gazzetta tos-
ball in mask in the University, called the cana, 14 May, xx. 77, 78). 
Sapienza, the courtyard of which [is] 7. 'Uno de' suoi bargi* (ibid. xx. 78, 
being covered over and floored' (Mann to 80). 
Carmarthen 10 May, F.O. 79/4 f. 194). 8. 'Curse him! W h o expected him so 

4. About 113 ft long and 69 wide, ac- soon.' 'Mannaggia' is Neapolitan for 
cording to the measurements in 'braccio' maledetto sia, 'be cursed' or 'curse him' 
in the Gazzetta toscana 21 May, xx. 82 (P. P. Volpe, Vocabolario napolitano-ital-
(Tarea di Sapienza ridotta a sala . . . e iano, Naples, 1869; Alfredo Panzini, 
iunga braccia 59 e larga 36'). The 'brae- Dizionario moderno delle parole che non 
cio' of Tuscany equalled 22.98 inches si trovano nei dizionari communi, 9th 
(F. W . Clarke, Weights, Measures . . . of edn, Milan, 1950). A possibility also is 
all Nations, New York, 1875, p. 86; ante malanno aggis or 'may he have misery.' 
v. 447). 


