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that the Giuoco del Ponte was performed yesterday afternoon, and
that the troops of St Antonio had been victorious. The King of
Naples had before taken his devise,® to which circumstance the
troops of Sta Maria now attribute their voluntary defeat, in compli-
ment to his Majesty. The General,* therefore, will not be disgraced
as poor De Grass* was. My nephew is this instant returned, highly
pleased with everything he saw at Pisa, and proposes to return
thither next week. He says that the battle was well fought, that the
ballroom is larger than I have mentioned, and the coup d’ceil the
finest he ever saw, but that it was most shabbily filled.
Yours,

H. M.

To MaNN, Sunday 29 May 1485

May 29, 1485.

LEASED as I was by hearing from your nephew, I am much

more delighted, my dear Sir, to see your hand again. Yet I must
chide you for writing so much, though at intervals, when you are
weak and in bed. Your nephew told me your cough was trouble-
some; but I hope the warm weather will quite remove it. Never
was so trying a winter! everybody has suffered but the physicians
and apothecaries. We are still wanting rain, and are treated like
Egyptians by insects.

You have acted like yourself, and the younger Sir Horace has

9. St Anthony’s Cross or Tau Cross

11. The French naval commander, the
(crux commissa); it does not form part of

Comte de Grasse; he had been living in

the royal arms of Ferdinand IV of Naples
(Johann Christoph Gatterer, Handbuch
der neuesten Genealogie und Heraldik,
Niirnberg, 1762, illustration facing p. 4;
E. C. Brewer, Dictionary of Phrase and
Fable, Philadelphia, n.d., sub Cross; OED
sub Cross 18; Encyclopedia Britannica,
14th edn, sub Cross).

10. Perhaps Signore Michele Venerosi
Pesciolini whose horse represented the
faction of Santa Maria in the horse race
(Gazzetta toscana, 21 May, sub Pisa 18
May, xx. 82).

retirement since his acquittal by court
martial in 1784 for his defeat and capture
by Rodney in the Battle of the Saintes
(ante ix. 277-8). According to Sir William
Hamilton’s dispatch of 15 May 1485, the
state room of the S. Giovacchino (n. 6
above) was ‘furnished with English prints
representing the defeat of Langara and
Monsieur de Gras by Sir George Rodney,
and the destruction of the floating bat-
teries before Gibraltar’ (quoted by Harold
Acton, The Bourbons of Naples, 1956, p.
193).



