
APPENDIX 17 

CARLOS CONY'S TRANSACTIONS ABOUT 

SELLING THE HOUGHTON PICTURES 

Extracts printed from Cony's 'Bill of Costs' to the 3d Earl of Orford for 
legal and other services 1774-1779, in the Norfolk and Norwich Record Office, 
with the permission of the Norfolk and Norwich Joint Records Committee. 
See ante viii. 441. Cony spells his name without an 'e'. 

'1778. 30th May. Journey to London ... for the purpose of 
settling a plan with M r Christie for sale of your pictures, and for 
that purpose, various attendances on him and also numberless 
attendances on Messrs Dunning Price and Duane your counsel for 
the purpose of settling a special letter of attorney, which they 
thought necessary, and after many consultations settled and ap­
proved, and withall endeavouring to raise £15000 against first of 
next January, as the present time afforded a very unfavourable 
prospect of disposing of the pictures to advantage, all which took 
up going returning and staying in town 3 weeks £22 is.' 

'27th [July 1778]. Journey to High Beach by your Lordship's 
direction and from thence to London ... to consult Christie on 
the sale of your pictures, take M r Dunning's opinion and attend 
M r Pousschin the Russian ambassador thereon, also attending M r 
Peters a Russia merchant for an introduction to M r Pousschin, also 
with design to attend on and deliver a letter to Lady Mary Cholmon­
deley to obtain an[othe]r year from 1st of next January for payment 
of her money, which was at last settled with her solicitor, and M r 
Lucas dissuaded m e from delivering the letter, and drawing case for 
M r Dunning's opinion on practicability of selling pictures and 
attending him, all which, with m y attendances on your Lordship to 
peruse and execute l[ette]rs of attorney, took up 13 days out and 
home ... £13 135/ 


