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you for your kind letter and inquiry. Six weeks finish tomorrow, and 

I have not been yet out of m y bedchamber, and little out of m y bed, 
till lately, and in the middle of the day; the amendment is so slow, and 
so dispiriting, that I find it almost as difficult to recover of the recovery 
as of the gout; but I will not talk of it, though / pay it off with think­
ing.1 

You will oblige m e much with that print of M r Gray—you may 
guess how much I have thought of him lately,2 and how I have been 
weighing a shorter life against painl 

I see nobody; I know nothing; I cannot amuse you and will not 
tire you; the most pleasing thing that you could tell me, would be, 
that you had some thoughts of London. Adieu! dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 

HOR. WALPOLE 

To MASON, Thursday 26 November 1772 

Printed from Mitford i. 44. 

Strawberry Hill, Nov. 26, 1772. 

T H E papers, m y only company at present, tell m e that Elfrida is 
brought upon the stage, and pleases exceedingly.1 I a m rejoiced, 

and want to go and see it—but as I am not near being in a situation of 
going to plays, I trust I shall only wait to see it more agreeably, for 
you cannot be so unnatural a parent, as not to come and see Miss 
Mason in her glory, and then I flatter myself you will let m e accom­
pany you. Nothing could make m e in cold blood expose myself to that 
fiery trial—yours was not so, for Elfrida s character was established 

1. 'Though he says nothing, he pays it 
off with thinking, like the Welshman's jack­
daw' (Oxford Dictionary of English Pro­
verbs, 2d edn, 1948, p. 564). 

2. Because Gray also suffered from the 
gout. 

1. Mason's Elfrida, with music by 
Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-78), was 
performed at Covent Garden 21 Nov. 1772. 
Mason had not been consulted about its 

adaptation for the stage, and was conse­
quently angry. The play was performed 
twenty-seven times (Genest v. 360-1). A 
laudatory account appeared in the London 
Chronicle 21-4 Nov. 1772, xxxii. 501; the 
success was such that two new editions (the 
seventh and eighth) of the original text 
were published in Dec. 1772 (London 
Chronicle 12-15 and 24-6 Dec, xxxii. 571, 

611). 


