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fifty-two acres, which ascend from the house up a hill that is laid out 
in fields with a sunk fence and loose trees and shrubs, and has tolerable 
turf, except that it is coarse and of a green seldom worn by a gentle­
man's garden in England. All along the summit reigns a noble terrace 
surrounded by the Bois de Boulogne into which a grille opens upon 
a lofty avenue bounded by a sugar-loaf hill. The terrace looks over the 
lawn upon a glorious prospect, which begins from the left with one 
of the King's houses,23 is joined by a wood out of which juts Passy, the 
Duc de Penthievre's,24 that forms the side-scene and flings a rich view 
of hills and towns to a great distance. The middle of the landscape ad­
vances again; on the foreground are villages and villas, over which is 
extended all Paris with the horizon broken by the towers and domes 
of Notre Dame, St Sulpice, the Invalides, the Val de Grace, etc.; the 
whole height of the semicircle goes off in hills decked with villages 
and country-houses that are closed by Meudon, and forests on higher 
hills. In this sumptuous prospect nothing is wanting but verdure and 
water of which you do not see a drop.25 In short, they can never have as 
beautiful landscapes as ours, till they have as bad a climate. 

I think I shall stay here a month longer. If you send m e a line, direct 
it to Arlington [Street]; it will be conveyed or kept for me. 

Yours ever, 

H.W. 

From MASON, Sunday 22 October 1775 

Printed from MS now WSL. 

Address: The Honourable Horace Walpole, Arlington Street, London. 

Postmark: R O T H E R H A M 26 OC. 

Aston, Oct. 22d, 1775. 

Dear Sir, 
M Y newspaper has this day announced your arrival.1 I will not 

therefore defer a moment to answer your most agreeable letter 
from Paris of the 6th of last month, which I should have answered 

23. La Muette. See Gustave Pessard, 
Nouveau dictionnaire historique de Paris, 

1904, pp. 1013-4. 
24. Louis-Jean-Marie de Bourbon (1725-

93), Duc de Penthievre, grandson of Louis 

XIV. 
25. The dryness of the region made it 

necessary to water the garden with a spe­
cially constructed hydraulic machine (P. E. 
Schazmann, La Comtesse de Boufflers, 1933, 
p. 136). 

1. In London 17 Oct. 


