HORACE WALPOLE'S CORRESPONDENCE

To MasoN, Tuesday 4 January 1780

Printed from Mitford ii. 61-3.

Jan. 4, 1780.
ALWAYS perceived a striking resemblance between you and
Milton:—

I thought so once but now I know it 1—

why, you are an agitator, a sequestrator,? and one of the committee
of safety,s one does not know to treat you with reverence enough.
I would write to you with my hat off, if I ever put it on;+ and there-
fore could only do as my namesake uncle did, who being met walk-
ing near The Hagues by the Spanish ambassador on a proud Isabellas
jennet, who descended to make a bow, the latter said he could not re-
turn the compliment unless Don Guzman’ would lend him his horse
that he might mount, dismount and make his obeisance. Poor Mr
Smelt:® how one may hurt a man by serving him.o I like your com-
mittee’s thanking the barons for their appearance,’ which was a
very civil way of marking the impertinence of their intrusion. They
would have made a party-affair of what was the result of feeling for
the distresses and disgrace of the nation, but alas! here is the nation
plunged deeper still. Yesterday came an express from Captain Field-

6. ‘Greyish yellow; light buff’ (oEp).

7. Presumably Don Jaime de Guzman
(1689-1767), Marqués de la Mina; Spanish
ambassador to France 1736~g (Alfred
Baudrillart, Philippe V et la cour de

1. ‘Life is a jest; and all things show it.
I thought so once; but now I know it’
(John Gay, My Own Epitaph).

2. L.e., a confiscator of estates.
3. A committee that typified the violent

measures of the Parliamentarians to whom
Milton gave his support. Mason was a
member of the committee to carry on the
necessary correspondence to accomplish
the redress of grievances and to prepare a
plan of association (Wyvill, op. cit. i. 5).

4. HW ‘never wore a hat’ (Walpoliana
i. p. xliv).

5. The older Horace was in the Nether-
lands on various diplomatic missions 1709-
11, 1715-16, 1722, 1733, 17347, and 1739
(D. B. Horn British Diplomatic Rep-
resentatives 1689-1789, 1932, pp- 159, 161~

4).

France, 1890-[1901], iv. 859, 545; D. Manuel
Juan Diana, Capitanes ilustres y revista de
libros militares, Madrid, 1851, pp. 260-1).
Since he seems to have held no diplomatic
post at The Hague, he was apparently visit-
ing there, or HW may have mistaken the
locale of the story.

8. In Mem. Geo. III (iv. 207) HW gives
a favourable account of Smelt’s character.

9. Smelt’s speech at York, interpreted as
a reflection of the King’s sentiments, caused
great resentment towards the King.

10. The letter is printed in Wyvill,
Political Papers i. 41-2.



