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he certainly must have had a hands will do more to fix him in his
office than anything else. By coming into Yorkshire to Lord Fitz-
william’s last summer and there wrangling with various of his Lord-
ship’s visitors about Parliamentary reform, heé in like manner in-
disposed several gentlemen of property and consequence against that
noble Lord; if therefore he? has not a quarter of that consequence
which Lord Rfockingham] had (which will certainly be the case) in
this county, he may lay it all to the effect of his friend’s eloquence.

I have heard that your printing-house has been robbed.® 1 hope
you have lost nothing of great consequence. On this topic I think
you might employ another hand.s Adieu. I am going in my character
of Justice of the Peace to attend at St Peter’s session.™ Pray have you
heard any particulars of our Archbishop’s speech to the Queen? I
hear it was on the old topic.*

FroMm MAsoN 18 JANUARY 1783

Yours most sincerely,

W. MasoN

To MasoN, ?ca Tuesday 21 January 1783

Printed from Mitford ii. g25—7, where it appears as a continuation of ante 7
Dec. 1782. But it was clearly written at a later time, and the first sentence seems to
answer Mason’s opening remark ante 18 Jan.

T is true that I am tolerably recovered except in my right hand
which never will recover, for all joints are so encrusted with chalk-
stones that I can scarce move any but my thumb; and though as
you perceive I can still write by the help of the last, it is so slowly and

‘more in declamation and severe strokes
of satire, than in fair argument or a
proper statement of fact.” Four editions of
the Defence were published in 1782, and
five more in the following year (BM Cat.).
The author was Dennis O’Bryen (1755-
1832), dramatist and political pamphlet-
eer. In HW’s copy of the Letter he has
noted below the date, ‘October,” and in
his copy of the Defence (4th edn), ‘Novem-
ber.’

5. Mason’s suggestion is uncorroborated,
but O'Bryen was an associate of Burke.

6. Burke.

7. Lord Fitzwilliam.

8. An unfounded report.

9. This suggests that HW had expressed
doubts, now known to be justified, of Kir-
gate’s honesty.

10. That is, the quarter sessions held at
the Hall of Pleas near the gates of York
Minster (Cathedral Church of St Peter)
(William Hargrove, History and Descrip-
tion of York, York, 1818, ii. g12).

11. Presumably his opposition to the
Yorkshire Association No report of the
speech has been found.



