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We congratulate thee thereon, and wish thee a long continuance of
health and prosperity in the eye of thy Lord.

We have heard prodigious things of thee: they say, thy vigour is nine
times beyond that of our prophet; and that thou art more amorous than
Solomon the son of David. Yet they tell us, that thou art not above the
ordinary stature of the sons of men: are these things so?

We would know of thee what is the nature of thy new post. Does thy
admission to the bedchamber of thy Lord give thee access to his women?
Or are they veiled from thy sight as ours in Persia?

Most potent Lord, we have sent thee as a mark of our grace fifty of
the most beautiful maidens of Persia, fifty more of Georgia, and fifty
of the most chosen of Circassia. Moreover, having heard that there are
no eunuchs in thy country, but a few which you buy in a neighbouring
kingdom at an excessive price, and considering what occasion thy mag-
nificence must have for them to guard the prodigious number of women
in thy seraglio, we have sent thee a thousand black eunuchs.

Adieu! happy young man! May thy days be as long as thy manhood,
and may thy manhood continue more piercing than Zufager, that sword
of Hali which had two points: and when thou art full of years, may
Azraél the angel of death conduct thee to those fields of light, where the
favourites of the Prophet taste eternal joys in the arms of the beautiful
houris!

From the Seraglio of Ispahan, the first
of the month Regeb.’

The original ‘Persian letter’ is now wsL; its conclusion is illustrated here.

To LincoLN, Wednesday 22 June 1743

Printed for the first time from a photostat of the MS deposited in the Notting-
ham University Library by the Trustees of the Newcastle Estates.

Houghton,* June 22d 1743.
My dear Lord,
OU see how easily I get rid of all my haughty resolutions,

when you desire it— Indeed I tell myself that I only write to
you to know how you do, as you were not well when you went away

1. HW had been at Houghton since the end of May (MANN ii. 236).



