APPENDIX 4

WaLpPoLE’s “THE BrauTtIiES

See ante 19, 22, and 24 July 1746.
Printed from HW’s copy in MS Poems, pp. 153-60.
Endorsed by HW: Wrote in July, 1746.

The Beauties.
An Epistle to Eckardt,” the Painter.

2Desponding artist, talk no more
Of beauties of the days of yore;
Of goddesses renowned in Greece,
And Zeuxis’s composition piece,
Where ev'ry nymph, that could at most
Some single grace or feature boast,
Contributed her fav'rite charm
To perfect the ideal form.

“"I'was Cynthia’s brow, ’twas Lesbia’s eye,

“T'was Chloe’s cheek’s vermilion dye;
Roxana lent the noble air;
Dishevelled flowed Aspasia’s hair;
And Cupid much too fondly pressed
His mimic mother Thais’ breast.

Antiquity, how poor thy use,
A single Venus to produce!
Friend Eckardt, ancient story quit,
Nor mind whatever Pliny writ:
Felibien4 and Fresnoys disclaim,

1. ‘He was a German and scholar to
Vanloo’ (HW). John Giles Eccardt (d.
1779), who painted some two dozen por-
traits of HW’s friends and relatives for
HW. His portraits of HW and Gray are
now in the National Portrait Gallery.

2. ‘Some copies of this poem having got
about, it was printed without the author’s
knowledge, and with several errors: it was
reprinted more correctly in the second
volume of a miscellany of poems in three
volumes published by Dodsley 1748 [4 Col-

lection of Poems. By Several Hands, 1748,
ii. g21—7] (HW). The ‘errors’ are greatly
exaggerated.

3. (d. ca 400 B.C). His ‘composition
piece,” combining the best features of five
maidens, is described in Pliny’s Natural
History XXXV. xxxvi. 64 and Cicero’s De
Inventione II. ii. 1-3.

4. André Félibien (1619-93), sieur des
Avaux and de Javercy, architect and
author of many books, including Entre-
tiens sur les vies et sur les ouvrages des plus



