
180 LADY MARY COKE'S JOURNAL 1774 

escaped being overturned. I don't like these late parties' (iv. 396; see also 

H W to Lady Ossory 14 September 1774). 

After this visit, their relations improved: 
'Tuesday [20 September]. ... Mr Walpole was one of the party at 

loo [at Lady Hertford's]: he told me he came on purpose to meet me. I 

thought him rather out of spirits, but seemingly very well' (Coke, Journals 

iv. 401). 
'Sunday [25 September]. . . . The party at Lady Blandford's was 

small. Mr Walpole, Lady Browne, Lady Howe, and Mrs Howe. I lost 

four guineas and a half at half-crown quadrille. Mr Walpole was in good 

spirits and very entertaining. The rain continuing (there are already 

floods) and Lady Browne expressing some fears to cross the river, Lady 

Blandford said she would give her a supper and that she had two beds, 

but that they were both under one tester. Mr Walpole told her, to 

facilitate the affair, Lady Browne and him had better be married and 

then there would be no scandal, but as they were young people he begged 

we would not talk odd, for though Lady Browne had been married 

twice, he had never been married, and should be ashamed' (iv. 403-4). 

'Friday [7 October]. . . . Mr Walpole was one [of a party at Lady 

Hertford's], he hopes now he shall escape the gout, though he thinks 

he has had it a little in his nose' (iv. 410). 

'Saturday [8 October]. Sir Horace Mann wrote Mr Walpole word that 

the lady who calls herself Duchess of Kingston is expected at Florence, 

and that the Electoress of Saxony had recommended her to the Great 

Duchess. I'm persuaded she will be very well received, for virtues are 

no recommendations at that Court, and though Lady Hertford told Mr 

Walpole she supposed her going there would be a great distress to Sir 

Horace Mann, I am not of her opinion and am sure he will be as civil 

to her as he ever was to anybody, and much more so than he was to me' 

(iv. 410). 

'Sunday [9 October]. Though the river is almost within the banks 

Lady Blandford had none of her Twickenham neighbours. Mr Walpole 

was engaged with Lady Hertford and Mrs Howe who took up their 

lodging at Strawberry Hill and Lady Browne was gone to make a visit' 

(iv. 411). 

'Tuesday [11 October]. . . . Mr Walpole is not quite well, and foresees 

a fit of the gout, not without some uneasiness, fearing the being confined 

as many months as he was two years ago. I should think he had better 

come to town, as Twickenham will soon be abandoned' (iv. 412). 

'Sunday [16 October]. . . . The river being retired within its banks, 

Mr Walpole and Lady Browne ventured over the water, and we found 


