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French coast so distinctly, that, had I had but a pair of miracle-
shoes, I thought I could have gone over on foot in a quarter of an hour 
— b u t I a m not going to relate m y journey, which was written seven 
and thirty years ago, and is in print (v. Gray's letters).8 Well! I have 
not lived so long for nothing—I have at least learnt wit enough not 
to waste six days between Calais and Paris0—but, as M r Mason says, 
I was young and giddy,10 and thought I had time enough and to 
spare, which is not quite the case at present. I hope m y own biog­
rapher will give as good a reason for m y being here at all—but that 
is his business, not mine. 

Paris, Aug. 23. 
I should have a heart of adamant, Madam, if I was not become a 

perfect Frenchman. Nothing could exceed m y reception! I do not 
talk of only m y dear old friend,11 whose kindness augments with 
the century: the Mar£chales de Luxembourg12 and Mirepoix13 came 
to Paris to see me; the Duchess de la Valiere14 met m e in the outward 
room and embraced me;15 I am smeared with red like m y own 
crest the Saracen,16 and in short have been so kissed on both cheeks, 

8. That is, the account (in print since 
30 March 1775; M A S O N i. 184) written by 
Gray of his and HW's journey to Paris 
in March, 1739. See Gray to his mother 
l April 1739 NS, and to West 12 April 
1739 in William Mason, The Poems of 
Mr Gray. To Which Are Prefixed Memoirs 
of His Life and Writings, York, 1775, 
pp. 41-5; Gray's Correspondence, ed. 
Toynbee and Whibley, Oxford, 1935, i. 
99-104. 
9. 'Six days have we been coming 

hither, which other people do in two' 
(Gray to West, loc. cit.). In 1775 HW's 
journey from Calais to Paris was three 
days ('Paris Journals,' D U D E F F A N D V. 
342-3), and his return from Paris to 
Calais a little over three because of rain 
and bad roads (ibid. v. 353). 

10. With HW's approval, Mason de­
scribed H W in 1739-40 as 'gay, lively, and, 
consequently, inconsiderate' (Mason, Po­
ems of Mr Gray, p. 41). 

11. M m e du Deffand, who 'came to me 
the instant I arrived, and sat by me whilst 
I stripped and dressed myself; for, as she 
said, since she cannot see, there was no 
harm in my being stark' ( H W to Lady 

Ailesbury 20 Aug. 1775). 

12. Madeleine-Angeiique de Neufville 
(1707-87) m. 1 (1721) Joseph-Marie, Duc de 
Boufflers; m. 2 (1750) Charles-Francois-
Fr^deric de Montmorency-Luxembourg, 
Duc de Luxembourg, Marechal de France. 
She was at M m e du Deffand's with H W 
20, 21 and 23 Aug. ('Paris Journals,' DU 
D E F F A N D V. 343-4). 

13. Anne-Marguerite-Gabrielle de Beau­
vau-Craon (1707-91) m. 1 (1721) Jacques-
Henri de Lorraine, Prince de Lixin; m. 2 
(1739) Gaston-Charles-Pierre de Levis de 
Lomagne, Duc de Mirepoix, Marechal de 
France ( M A N N iv. 13 n. 33). H W does not 
mention her in his 'Paris Journals' 19-
23 Aug 1775, D U D E F F A N D V. 343-4. 

14. Anne-Julie-Francoise de Crussol 
(1713-93) m. (1732) Louis-Cesar de la 
Baume le Blanc, Duc de la Valliere. 

15. When H W , M m e du Deffand, and 
others supped at her house 22 Aug. ('Paris 
Journals,' D U D E F F A N D V. 344). 

16. The Walpole crest, illustrated and 
described with the arms of Sir Robert 
Walpole in Anthony R. Wagner, Historic 
Heraldry of Britain, 1939, pp. 83-4 and 
Plate XXII: 'On a Peer's helmet, within 
an Earl's coronet, on a wreath of the 
colours, the bust of a man in profile 


