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are to take precedence according to the act of succession, and not
by the measure of one’s own feelings; just as one is sometimes forced
to have a low fever turned into a high one, before one is to have the
comfort of a cure.

Apropos to Mr F. I am glad there is some poetic justice left in
the world, though her prose sisters may all be retired. In one of your
Ladyship’s letters at the beginning of this month, which I received
a week too late, you told me that you had betrayed one of mine to
Mr Fitzpatrick; and the very letter in which you told me so, fell first
by your own fault into the hands of a wrong H.W.* In short, it was
carried to Woolterton,> which I suppose was taken for Arlington,
as your Ladyship has a magnificent style of sketching ideas of the
alphabet rather than of drawing any precise likeness of the letters.

Mars’s bastard, the god of duels, has been very pert this week;
Colonel Ackland, after all his escapes in America, is killed by an
officers in Devonshire;+ and the Vicomte du Barris by his friend® at

1. Hon. Horatio Walpole (ante 22 April
1777), son and heir of HW’s first cousin
Horatio (1723-180g), 2d Bn Walpole of
Wolterton, 1757, cr. (1806) E. of Orford,
n.c.

2. Wolterton, Norfolk, the
HW'’s first cousin Horatio.

3. Said to be ‘Lieutenant Lloyd, a
brother-officer, in which he [Acland]
defended the Americans against the asper-
sion of cowardice’ (W. L. Stone, Ballads
and Poems Relating to the Burgoyne
Campaign, Albany, N.Y., 1893, p. 316).
In 1775 John Lloyd had become lieutenant
of the 2oth Foot (of which Acland was
major); he became captain in the same
regiment, 1787.

4. Acland died 15 Nov. (31 Oct. and
22 Nov. are incorrect) ‘as a result of a
duel, the precise details of which are
not clear’ (Dyke Acland in Devon and
Cornwall Notes and Queries, 1932-33,
xvii. 13). Conflicting reports were cur-
rent. The London Chronicle 1g-21 Nov,,
xliv. 494, attributed it to ‘a contusion
received in his head by a fall a few days
before as he was going to his farm.” Lady
Sarah Lennox on 23 Nov. was ‘very glad
he did not lose his life in a duel’ but on
12 Dec. wrote that he ‘was killed by a fall
on his head in a duel’ (Lennox, Life and

seat of

Letters i. 28x; Leinster Corr. ii. 265). Ac-
cording to W. P. Courtenay in pnNB, Acland
‘escaped without a wound’ from the duel,
but ‘the exposure brought on a severe
cold, from the effects of which he died’
Cf. Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga
Museum, July 1934, iii. 167.

5. Jean-Baptiste du Barry (1749-18
Nov. 17478), known as Vicomte Adolphe
du Barry; son of Jean-Baptiste du Barry
(1722-94), Comte du Barry, nephew (by
marriage) to Mme du Barry, who had
been his father’s mistress before she be-
came the King’s mistress and was married
to Vicomte Adolphe’s uncle (Marius Tallon,
La Vicomtesse Adolphe . .. et les du
Barry, Privas, 1892; pu DEFFAND, passim).
Mrs Damer had met the Du Barrys at Spa
in the summer of 1778, had accompanied
them to Bath late in October, and after
the Vicomte’s death accompanied the Vi-
comtesse to Paris (Tallon, op. cit.; Coke,
‘MS Journals’ 3o Oct.,, 26 Nov. 1778;
Liste des seigneurs et dames, venus aux
eaux minerales de Spa, Van 1778, Liége
and Spa, [1778], sub 2, 8, 24 July for the
arrival of Rice, the Du Barrys, and Mrs
Damer, in that order).

6. James Louis Rice (ca 1730-1801),
son of Thomas Rice of Ballymacdoyle,
co. Kerry; went to the Irish Pastoral



