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much caressed there. Struck with Miss Wray's charms, he proposed 
marriage—but she told him she did not choose to carry a knapsack. 

He went to Ireland, and there changed the colour of his cloth, and 
at his return, I think not long ago, renewed his suit, hoping a cassock 
would be more tempting than a gorget—but in vain6—Miss Wray, 
it seems, has been out of order and abroad but twice all the winter. 
She went to the play on Wednesday night for the second time with 
Galli7 the singer. During the play the desperate lover was at the Bed­

ford Coffee-house and behaved with great calmness and drank a glass 
of capillaire. Towards the conclusion he sallied into the piazza, 
waiting till he saw his victim handed by Mr Macnamara.^ He came 
behind her, pulled her by the gown, and on her turning round, 
clapped the pistol to her forehead and shot her through the head. 
With another pistol he then attempted to shoot himself, but the 
ball only grazing his brow, he tried to dash out his own brains with 
the pistol, and is more wounded by those blows than by the ball. 
Lord Sandwich was at home expecting her to supper at half-an-hour 

after ten. On her not returning an hour later he said something must 
have happened—however, being tired, he went to bed at half-an-hour 
after eleven, and was scarce in bed before one of his servants came 
in, and said Miss Wray was shot. He stared, and could not comprehend 

judgment and execution in vocal and 
instrumental music' (The Case and Mem­
oirs of . . . Hackman, 8th edn, 1779, p. 
2). 'Soon after he obtained his commission 
he was quartered on a recruiting party 
at Huntingdon' (ibid. 1). 
6. She agreed to marry him 'and desired 

to cease all further intercourse with him 
until it was completed. This they agreed 
to, and as he almost immediately after 
went to Ireland with his regiment, the 
marriage was suspended till his return' 
(ibid. 3-4). O n his return, apparently a 
short time before the murder, Signora 
Galli told him that Miss Ray 'was tired 
of him, and had resolved to quit him.' 
After leaving the army, Hackman was 
ordained priest 28 Feb. 1779 at Park 
Street Chapel, Grosvenor Square, and on 
1 March 1779 was presented to the living 
of Wiveton, Norfolk. HW's account gen­
erally agrees with that in the London 
Chronicle 13-15 April, xlv. 356. 
7. Catherine Rinni Galli (ca 1724-1804), 

mezzo soprano; came to England in 1743; 
'the last of Handel's scholars.' 'After 

quitting the stage she resided as a com­
panion' with Miss Ray (GM 1804, lxxiv pt 
ii. 1250; Daniel Lysons, Supplement to 
. . . The Environs of London, 1811, p. 
111; Richard Edgcumbe, 2d E. of Mount 
Edgcumbe, Musical Reminiscences, 3d 
edn, 1828, pp. 7-8). She was Miss Ray's 
music teacher and may have been hired 
by Lord Sandwich partly to watch her 
and break off the connection with Hack-
man, who paid Galli well to see Miss Ray 
(The Case and Memoirs of ... Hack-
man, 8th edn, 1779, pp. 3-4). 
9. Probably John Macnamara 'a young 

Irish Templar' whom Hackman had 
watched 'coquet it at the play' with 
Martha Ray just before her murder 
(Rev. John Warner to Selwyn 13 April 
1779, in Jesse, Selwyn iv. 68; London 
Chronicle 20-22 Jan. 1780, xlvii. 79); 'a very 
respectable character of Lincoln's Inn,' 
on whose right arm she was leaning 
when she was shot, as he was escorting 
her to her carriage (The Case and Mem­
oirs of . . . Hackman, 8th edn, 1779, pp. 

8-9)-


