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will answer I shall admire them. If your Ladyship has copies, I beg
you will let them be transcribed and sent to me incontinently.

The story you have heard of a royal amour,™ I fancy, was founded
on a letter that has made much noise and was delivered by mistake
to a wrong person. The circumstances are too numerous for a letter
and were only the gossiping of two girls,”* who did not expect to
have their correspondence rehearsed to the ladies of the Bedchamber.

La Signorina*# I have not seen, and in truth did not ask to sec her.
I love David too well, not to be peevish at an Abishag of eight years
old.

Should I hear anything before tomorrow night, it shall make a
PS., but I wrote today, lest I should not be able to tomorrow.

PS. 22d, from my bed.

I have had a bad night, though I expected a most tranquil one, for
about eight in the evening, as Lady Ailesbury and Mrs Damer were
sitting with me, the door opened, and entered General Conway.'s As
the wind had been violent, I was comforting myself that it was con-
trary; but he had landed at Portsmouth the night before,s after

1o. Lady Mary Coke explains HW's ref-
erence in her ‘MS Journals’ 7, 15 Nov.
1779: ‘I told you . . . the Prince of Wales
helped the ladies to mount on horseback,
and every little attention of his Royal
Highness is it seems so flattering that
each lady construes everything as a pref-
erence to herself; a niece of Sir George
Howard'’s lives in the [Windsor] Forest,
and has been honoured with some notice,
from which she concludes she has his
R.H.’s affection, and being too much flat-
tered to conceal her good fortune, she
imparted it in a letter to a friend, who
in answer wished her joy of her conquest
and wrote a great deal about her noble
lover. The letter was directed to New
Lodge, the name of General Hodgson’s
house, but the letter by mistake came to
the house built by His Majesty at Wind-
sor, which is called the Lodge, and the
letter was given to Mrs Hogerdon [Hag-
erdorn, one of the Keepers of Robes to
the Queen], a name resembling Hodgson,
one of her Majesty’s German women,

who not being perfect in the English
language did not understand it, but
easily comprchending it concerned the
Prince of Wales, hurried with it to the
Queen, who when she read it showed it
to the King, and here my story ends. All
Windsor, however, talks about it, and
poor Miss Hodgson is exposed to a good
deal of ridicule, and in my opinion has
more reason to be angry with the post
office than ever you had for the unhappy
wandering of her letter.’

11. Miss Hodgson was presumably the
elder of the two daughters of Gen. Stud-
holme Hodgson by Catherine, sister of
Sir George Howard (pnB, sub Studholme
Hodgson). Her correspondent has not
been identified.

12. Maria Fagnani, Selwyn’s ward.

13. ‘On  Tuesday [Monday, accord-
ing to HW] evening Gen. Conway arrived
in town from . .. Jersey, was yesterday
[Wednesday, 24 Nov.] at Court, and laid
before his Majesty the state of that island
on his departure, which is now so strongly



