
T o L A D Y OSSORY 6 S E P T E M B E R 1787 5^9 

the Crown. In the new volume of the Archceologia is an essay on the 

state of the Jews in England in former times;8 and there it is said, 
'Judasus v e r o nihil possidere potest, quia quic-quid acquirit, acquirit 

regi'9—I suppose, nobody will dispute Mr Hastings being a Jew— 
or if you please, for Judeeus you may read Indicus, so like are the words 

and the essence. 
Many thanks for the advertisement which is curious indeed! I 

have not visited Mr Herschell's giant telescope, though so near me.10 

In truth, the scraps I have learnt of his discoveries have confounded 
me: my little head will not contain the stupendous idea of an infinity 
of worlds—not that I at all disbelieve them or anything that is 
above my comprehension. Infinite space may certainly contain what­
ever is put into it; and there is no reason for imagining that nothing 
has been put into it, but what our short-sighted eyes can see! Worlds, 
systems of suns and worlds may be as plenty as blackberries—but 
what can such an incredibly small point as a human skull do with 
the possibility of Omnipotence's endless creation? Do but suppose 
that I was to unfold to a pismire in my garden an account of the vast 
empire of China—not that there is any degree of proportion in the 
comparison—proceed; suppose another pismire could form a prodi­
gious, yet invisible, spying-glass that should give the student ant a 
glimpse of the continent of China—Oh! I must stop—I shall turn 
my own brain, which while it is launching into an ocean of universes, 
is still admiring pismire Herschell—That he should not have a wise 
look, does not surprise me—he may be stupefied at his own discov­
eries—or to make them, it might require a head constructed too 

and so publicly, to show resentment to the 
King for his having been given up.' The 
censure of Hastings by the House of Com­
mons in Feb. 1787 'revived the story of 
the famous bulse given the last year to the 
King' ('Mem. 1783-91' sub June 1786, Feb. 
1787; C M 1786, lvi pt i. 524). It was ru­
moured also that the diamond was really 
from Hastings, a gift intended to bribe 
the King (A. M. Davies, Strange Destiny. A 
Biography of Warren Hastings, New York, 

1935. P- 4io). 
8. John Caley (ca 1763-1834), 'On the 

Origin of the Jews in England,' read 15 
March 1787, Archceologia, 1787, viii. 389-
405. In his copy of Archaologia (now WSL), 
H W made no notes or marks on this essay. 

9. 'Judaeus vero nihil proprium habere 
potest, quia quicquid acquirit, non sibi 
acquirit, sed regi' (ibid. viii. 398, with 
Caley's footnote reference: 'Bracton, 1569, 
lib. v. tract. 4. cap. 6. sect. 6'). See also 
BERRY ii. 262 and n. 46. 

10. On 3 April 1786 Herschel and his 
sister had moved from Clay Hall, near 
Windsor, to Slough, also near Windsor, 
to a house afterwards known as The 
Herschels. In 1787 he was using a twenty-
foot telescope but was constructing a forty-
foot one, for which George III had given 
him two grants of £2000 each. See Con­
stance A. Lubbock, The Herschel Chron­
icle, Cambridge, 1933, pp. 144-68, and the 
illustration facing p. 167. 


