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humbled, I shall be glad. I have great faith in our Neptune Lord 
Spencer, but even if he should destroy the French marine, I shall 
dread our making a scandalous peace, like those of Utrecht and Paris. 
Adieu, Madam, 

Your Ladyship's etc. 
O. 

To LADY OSSORY, Sunday 15 January 1797 

In Kirgate's hand. A draft (formerly in the Waller Collection, sold 5 Dec. 1921, 

No. 46; now WSL) has a few minor changes in HW's hand; he signed it 'O.' 

First printed in Works v. 675 (there dated 13 Ian.) from the draft. The draft 

is reproduced in reduced facsimile in A Selection of the Letters of Horace 

Walpole, ed. WSL, 1926, ii. facing p. 477; it is written on the back of a cover 

addressed to 'Earl of Orford, Berkley [sic] Square,' and postmarked '8 o'Clock 

11 JA 97 M O R N . Gerrard St. Unpaid. Per[. . . ]' Mary Berry wrote on the draft: 

'Lord Orford died in six weeks after the date of this letter.' She first wrote 'died 

the,' apparently intending to give the date of his death, then wrote 'died less 

than two months after . . .' O n this note is another by Waller: 'This note was 

written by Miss Berry the editor of the letters by permission of The Honourable 

Anne Seymour Damer sole surviving executrix of Lord Orford as I was sole 

executor to Mrs Damer. W . W . Waller.' To Mary Berry's note Waller added: 

'It was the last letter Lord Orford wrote and the last line is a line written 

by him. Thus in this volume [of autograph letters in Waller's possession] will 

be found the first letter and the last letter he ever wrote. W . W . Waller. 

August 1831.' HW's letter to the Duchess of Gloucester 6 Feb. 1797, the last now 

known, is entirely in Kirgate's hand. It was never in Waller's possession. HW's 

'first letter' is to his mother in 1725, first printed in Toynbee, Supp. i. 1. 

Address: To the Countess of Ossory at Ampthill Park, Bedfordshire. Postmark: 

16 JA 97. 

Jan. 15, 1797.1 

My dear madam, 

Y O U distress me infinitely by showing my idle notes, which I can­

not conceive can amuse anybody. My old-fashioned breeding 
impels me every now and then to reply to the letters you honour me 

is so much mended that he was to go out 
tonight! To be sure it is wonderful 1 I 
was with him last Friday and he seemed 
very glad to see me; and spoke very much 
in praise of Miss Keppel; and with good 
humour of my sister [Mrs Keppel]' (MS 
WSL). On 19 Feb. 1797 she again wrote to 

Anne Clement that Mrs Jane Clement was 
'like Lord Orford, often knocking at the 
gate of death. He is recovering—it is won­
derful' (MS WSL). 

1. The date is in HW's hand in the 
draft, which is headed by Kirgate 'To Lady 


