APPENDIX ¢

WALPOLE’S ACCOUNTS OF OSTERLEY PARK

HW'’s MS note in his copy (now wsr) of Daniel Lysons, Environs of London,
Vol. 111, 1795, refers to the account of Osterley Park on p. 28. Some of HW'’s
comments are on later changes; see HW to Mason 16 July 1778, MasoN i. 413-14.
See ante 21 June 1773, i. 125.

28. Twurrels at the corners. Sir Robert Walpole, who soon after his
first marriage took a house at Brentford Butts, declared afterwards
that he had been much struck by those turrets soaring out of the
trees, and when he built his seat at Houghton imitated the idea
there.

Adam the Scotch architect, who was principally employed on the
alterations and improvements of Osterly, has seldom succeeded any-
where better, though he mixed, or left, or was obliged to leave some
considerable faults. I do not think the great width between the col-
umns with which he filled the portico, a defect, for it enlightens it
and give[s] more air and space. All the ceilings in the house were
originally too low, the hall is obviously so, and the gallery too long,
narrow, and in no proportion. But it strikes one, that in a house
where such vast expense has been made, and none apparently spared,
there should not have been added, or enlarged, a single room of
grand dimensions. Almost all the designs of ornaments throughout
the house are in beautiful taste. The deep crimson frieze in the pale
green damask drawing-room has admirable effect; and all the designs
in the next and principal drawing-room are excellent, but too pro-
fusely distributed and repeated in every part, so that the rich Gobe-
lin tapestry has no repose, no simplicity to set it off; and moreover
this splendid and costly chamber is a less room than that which pre-
ceded it—a great defect. Thence you pass into the State bedcham-
ber hung with green velvet, and where the magnificent bed is said to
have cost £2000—but that sumptuous bed is woefully deformed by
a heavy wooden dome, and round that massive cupola is hung a
trumpery festoon of artificial silk flowers. These three gorgeous
rooms are terminated, and the spectator is chilled on passing into a
smaller room wainscotted with deal and all painted with little figures



