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To CHUTE, Wednesday 12 October 1743 OS 

Printed from HW's MS transcripts, now WSL (see ante 25 June 1743 OS); 

appended to HW's letter to Mann 12 Oct. 1743 OS. Previously printed, Letters 

of Horace Walpole . . . to Sir Horace Mann, ed. Lord Dover, 1833, i. 367-71; 

Wright i. 314-16; Cunningham i. 275-7; Toynbee i. 388-90. 

M y dear Sir, 
H O W I a m obliged to you for your poem! Patapan is so vain with 

it that he will read nothing else; I only offered him a Martial to 
compare it with the original, and the little coxcomb threw it into the 
fire, and told m e 'he never heard of a lap-dog's reading Latin; that it 
was very well for house-dogs and pointers that live in the country and 
have several hours upon their hands: for m y part,' said he, 

'I am so nice, who ever saw 
A Latin book on m y sofa? 
You'll find as soon a Bible there, 
Or recipes for pastry-ware. 
Jesus! D'ye think I ever read 
But Crebillon or Calprenede?1 

This very thing of M r Chute's 
Scarce with m y taste and fancy suits. 
Oh! had it but in French been writ, 
'Twere the genteelest sweetest bit! 
One hates a vulgar English poet: 
I vow t'ye, I should blush to show it 
T o women de ma connaissance, 
Did not that agreable stance, 
Cher double entendre! furnish means 
Of making sweet Patapanins!' 

My dear Sir, your translation shall stand foremost in the Patapan-
ianas: I hope in time to have poems upon him,2 and sayings of his 
own, enough to make a notable book. En attendant, I have sent you 
some pamphlets to amuse your solitude, for, do you see? as tramon­
tane as I am, and as much as I love Florence, and hate the country; 

1. Claude-Prosper lolyot de Crebillon 2. HW's 'Patapan, or the Little White 
(1707-77) and Gautier de Costes de la Dog,''wrote at Houghton 1743,'is printed 
Calprenede (1614-63), novelists. in SELWYN 287-306. 


