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would be furnished against an invasion®s if they were to unroll the
bundle. I write to Mr S 30 to recommend great care of them. Ob-
serve how I answer your demands: are you as punctual? The forests
in your landscapes do not thrive like those in your letters. Here is
a letter from G. Montagu;3* and then I think I may bid you good-
night!

Yours ever,

Hor. WALPOLE

To BENTLEY, late January 1755

Missing. HW says post 6 March that he had written Bentley three letters be-
tween those of g Jan. and 6 March; in that of 8 Feb. he mentions having prom-
ised Bentley a description of the Russian ambassador’s masquerade. This prom-
ise is not in any surviving letter, and the long space between the preceding and
following letter makes it likely that one intervened between them.

To BENTLEY, Saturday 8 February 1755

Printed from Works v. g10; reprinted, Wright iii. gg—100, Cunningham ii. 422~

3. Toynbee iii. 285-6.

Arlington Street, Feb. 8, 1755.
My dear Sir,

Y THE wagon on Thursday there set out for Southampton, a
lady whom you must call Phillis, but whom George Montagu
and the gods would name Speckle-belly. Peter' begged her for me, that
is for you, that is, for Captain Dumaresque,? after he had been asked

2g. An allusion to the story of the men 1. Probably HW’s coachman; see MoN-

of Kent going out to meet William the
Conqueror with green boughs and ob-
taining in consequence a confirmation of
their old liberties from the new king. See
post HW to Hamilton 18 Feb. 1776, n. 17.

30. Probably the Mr Seward mentioned
ante HW to Bentley 27 July 1754.

31. Mentioned by HW to Montagu, 7
Jan. 1755, MONTAGU i. 167.

TAGU i. 196.

2. Perhaps ‘le Capitaine Jean Duma-
resq, lofficier le plus ancien de la garnison’
who was deputy-gov. of Jersey 1752-3
(Société jersiaise, 1905, v. g); he is perhaps
the John Dumaresque, ‘oldest commander
in the Navy, who d. 15 Jan. 1763 in
Beverley, Yorks (6M 1763, xxxiii. 46). The
family were very prominent in Jersey in



