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served me for the shortest of notes’ to my brother just to say that 1
was on this side the water. Since that we have been travelling like
couriers without a moment’s respite; we went the first night to Rot-
terdam, the next to Utrecht, travelled all last night, and are now
obliged to lie here for want of horses. All our apprehensions of
parties bleus® are vanished and we are now pursuing our journey
like true knights errant without a thought of the difficulties we are
to encounter. In the first place we are now in the heart of a barbarous
country without a word of the language either ourselves or servants,
with that utterly ignorant of the road and under no small distress
as you may imagine about money, eating, drinking, etc. I have
hitherto seen nothing that is worth mentioning: Rotterdam in-
deed is a pretty town but without variety; for when one has seen
one street with its canal, its shipping, its quays, and rows of trees,
one has seen it all. The same I believe may be said of the whole
country: there’s the most tiresome sameness in everything—in the
towns, prospects, and people. I will say nothing of the agréments
that I meet with to cover this multitude of ennuis, because I know
you won't believe me if I do; and if I tell you I have none you’ll tell
me as you have done already that it’s my own fault, and won’t
even have the charity to pity me. But I desire you will; for indeed
I never wanted it more. I have not yet mustered up my campaign
spirits, nor half forgot the friends I left behind me. The meta-
morphose from civil to military is hardly begun yet, and I am now
in that sort of purgatory between one life and t’other that makes it
the duty of my friends to pray night and day for my deliverance.
They say here that the Dutch have certainly voted 20 thousand
men,? which it is thought will bring things to a quick determination
for if the French are inclined to attack us, they will do it before the
Dutch can join us® and for our attacking ’em they will have so forti-
fied their camp at Hailbron' before they can have joined us that

7. Missing.

8. There was apparently some danger
of their being intercepted by raiding par-
ties of French hussars in the course of
their journey.

9. ‘Hague, May 17 [NS]. The grand
affair of the march of the 20,000 men for
succouring the Queen of Hungary passed
this day in the assembly of the States
General, to the great joy of all well-
wishers of the common cause, and to-

morrow it is to pass the resumption there’
(Daily Adv. 11 May OS). Further details
of the vote of the troops are given in
letters from The Hague published in the
Daily Adv. during the following week.

10. The first of the Dutch troops did
not join the Allied army until 10 Sept.
NS (post 11 Sept. 1743 NS, n. 4).

11. Heilbronn, where some French
troops had reportedly encamped around
6 May NS (Daily Adv. 2, 4 May OS), al-



