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tions I there stated were very far from being my own opinion; they
savoured strong of the logical turn of this place which admits of no
deviation even in poetry from the thesis. To obviate this I pro-
posed inserting a few lines here and there where the descriptions of
our actions on the Continent were long, to represent the state of the
navy at the time being. This I imagined might make it rather
more agreeable to the inspectors, but the reasons you offer against un-
dertaking it are so good that I have laid aside all thoughts of such
a revision. I can assure you the time which you gave up in so
friendly a manner to my service, has not been thrown away. It
fully answers my utmost wishes as a good poem and as a fresh mark
of your zeal and friendship for, dear Sir,

Your most sincere friend,

BeaucHAMP

From HEerTFORD, Thursday g June 1760
Printed for the first time from a photostat of BM Add. MSS 23218, {. 22.

London, June 5th 1760.

Dear Horry,

HAVE just received Con’s verses from Oxford as he has altered

them; I have not time to read them, but just enough to enclose
them to you and beg your opinion of them as they now stand. He
declares he has no confidence in his own judgment; it is in yours
he hopes for satisfaction. He expresses a thousand obligations for the
assistance he has received from you. The objection which strikes him
at present is the small extent of the latter part about our naval vic-
tories; if it appears an objection to you and his opinion is at all
founded, you will add to the many [?favours] already received if
you are so good to remove it by adding to that part of the poem. My
son is grateful and attentive enough to own his obligations to you
in a manner that I have not time to express for him. The verses are
in another cover sent by this post; be so good to direct them and
what you have to say to me or my son upon them to Ragley near
Alcester in Warwickshire.



