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Excuse the hurry I am in, and believe me, dear Horry, at all
times and in all places,
Most truly and affectionately yours,

HERTFORD

To HERTFORD, June 1760

Missing; answered post 21 June 1760.

From HERTFORD, Saturday 21 June 1760

Printed for the first time from a photostat of BM Add. MSS 23218, £. 23.

Ragley, June 21st 1%760.

Dear Horry,

THINK your remarks upon my son’s verses just, and I hope he

is persuaded to keep more to your plan. He has been advised by
those who have more learning than judgment, that they were not to
his purpose; that opinion, or rather that apprehension, made him
take great pains to alter them with that view. It is natural now to
suppose him a little unwilling to part with his own composition,
but I flatter myself when the poem is finished and shown that they
will not be altered in a manner to deface the original. He thinks
himself under the highest obligations to you, and I hope for his
sake and character no suspicion will arise that he has been well
assisted.

My son desired me when I wrote to you to say from him that if
you and my brother are at any time unemployed he shall be very
happy to see you at Oxford. From the #th to the 1oth of next
month are, as I understand, busy days there;* any time before the
7th or after the 11th to the 20th he shall be more at liberty, and
pleased to receive you.

What account do I see in the papers of a defeat near Quebec? I
hope that place is not in danger of being retaken.

1. Because of the feast at Christ Church 2. News of the English defeat at the

on 8 July, in honour of its founder, Battle of Sillery, 28 April, reached Lon-
Cardinal Wolsey (post g July 1760). don on 17 June (MANN v. 416 and nn. 1-



