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he could but leave his family,5 as his father—6 such an improvident 
father—is living! Lord Malpas himself was very amiable, and I had 
always loved him—but this is the cruel tax one pays for living, to 
see one's friends taken away before one!—It has been a week of 
mortality. The night I wrote to you last,7 and had sent away m y 
letter, came an account of m y Lord Townshend's death.8 H e had 
been ill treated by a surgeon in the country, then was carried im­
properly to the Bath, and again back to Rainham, though Hawkins, 
and other surgeons and physicians, represented his danger to him. 
But the woman he kept,9 probably to prevent his seeing his family, 
persisted in these extravagant journeys, and he died in exquisite tor­
ment the day after his arrival in Norfolk.10 H e mentions none of his 
children in his will, but the present Lord, to w h o m he gives £300 a 
year that he had bought, adjoining to his estate. But there is said, or 
supposed to be, £50,000 in the funds in his mistress's name, who was 
his housemaid. I do not aver this, for truth is not the staple com­
modity of that family. Charles is much disappointed and discon­
tented—not so, m y Lady, who has to £2,000 a year already, another 
£1000 in jointure, and £1500 her own estate in Hertfordshire.11 W e 
conclude, that the Duke of Argyle will abandon Mrs Villiers12 for 
this richer widow; who will only be inconsolable, as she is too cun­
ning, I believe, to let anybody console her. Lord Macclesfield13 is 
dead too; a great windfall for M r Grenville, who gets a teller's place 
for his son.14 

5. His estate was turned over to the 
administration of a creditor; Malpas had 
protested having to leave Ireland 'not 
only on account of leaving his own private 
affairs in a very unsettled state, but his 
regiment, which is lately come from 
America in great confusion, as his lieu­
tenant-colonel is now actually in arrest, 
in order to be tried by a court martial 
on many complaints that are lodged 
against him' (GEC; Grenville Papers ii. 
275). All his property was advertised in 
the London Chronicle throughout May 
to be sold at auction beginning 13 June. 
6. Lord Cholmondeley. 
7. 13 March. 
8. Which occurred 12 March. 
9. H W to Mann, 18 March 1764, de­

scribes her as 'a housemaid, by wh o m 
he had three children' ( M A N N vi. 211). 

10. The St James's Chronicle 13-15 

March reported that he died 'on the road 
coming from Bath.' 

11. Balls Park. 
12. Probably Mary Fowke (d. 1767), 

daughter of Capt. Thomas Fowke and 
sister of Lt-Gen. Thomas Fowke, m. 
Henry Villiers, nephew of the 1st E. of 
Jersey (CM 1767, xxxvii. 47; Burke, Peer­
age, 1928, pp. 970, 1303; Collins, Peerage, 
1812, iii. 791). 

13. George Parker (ca 1697-17 March 
1764), 2d E. of Macclesfield. 

14. George Grenville (later Nugent-
Temple-Grenville) (1753-1813), 2d E. 
Temple, 1779; cr. (1784) M . of Bucking­
ham. Through his father he had ob­
tained, 2 March 1763, the reversion of the 
tellership of the Exchequer, which Mac­
clesfield had held since 1719; see GEC ii. 
406; Grenville Papers ii. 496-7. 


