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There is no public news: there was a longish day on Friday15 in 

our House, on a demand for money for the new bridge from the 
City.16 It was refused, and into the account of contempt, Dr Hay17 

threw a good deal of abuse on the C o m m o n Council18—a nest of 
hornets, that I do not see the prudence of attacking. 

I leave to your brother to tell you the particulars of an imperti­
nent paragraph in the papers on you and your embassy;10 but I must 
tell you how instantly, warmly, and zealously, he resented it. H e 
went directly to the Duke of Somerset,20 to beg him to complain of it 
to the Lords. His Grace's bashfulness made him choose rather to 
second the complaint, but he desired Lord Marchmont to make it,21 

who liked the office, and the printers22 are to attend your House 
tomorrow.23 

I went a little too fast in m y history of Lord Clive, and yet I had it 

15. 16 March. 
16. The Common Council had voted, 

19 Jan., to petition Parliament for addi­
tional funds (£19,000) for the completion 
of repairs to London Bridge. The petition 
was presented 27 Jan. with the King's 
express commendation, and referred to a 
committee which reported favourably 6 
March; but the additional grant was re­
fused in the committee on supply, 16 
March by a vote of 94-64 (London Chron­
icle 19-21 Jan., 17-20 March, xv. 65, 265; 
Journals of the House of Commons xxix. 
758-9, 911-12, 959; Mercure historique, 
1764, clvi. 414). 
17. George Hay (ante 15 Nov. 1755). 
18. H W gives an account of the debate 

in Mem. Geo. Ill i. 311; the Opposition 
apparently 'exulted at the spirit of the 
Common Council ... in the measures 
they have lately taken to oppose admin­
istration' (James Rosseter to Charles Jen­
kinson, 21 March, in The Jenkinson 
Papers, ed. N. S. Jucker, 1949, p. 275). See 
also the Plain Dealer, No. 39, quoted in 
St James's Chronicle 4-7 Feb., for further 
abuse of the Common Council over their 
application. 

ig. 'Although Lord Hertford is nominal 
ambassador at Paris, yet the affairs of 
our Court are taken care of by David 
Hume, Esq. (the author); and the Rev. 
Mr Trail, a Scottish Presbyterian, reads 
(as well as he can) the liturgy of our 
Church, and administers to the English 

subjects there in spirituals.' The para­
graph appeared in the London Evening 
Post 13-15 March and the Gazetteer 16 
March (Journals of the House of Lords 
xxx. 508; Mem. Geo. Ill i. 311). Con­
way's letter to Hertford on this subject is 
missing. Hertford suspected Wilkes of be­
ing the author (post 25 March 1764). 

20. Edward Seymour (1718-92), 9th D. 
of Somerset; Hertford's cousin. 

21. The complaint was made 16 March, 
at which time the printers of the paper 
were ordered to attend on the 19th 
(Journals of the House of Lords, loc. 
cit.). 

22 John Meres, printer of the London 
Evening Post 1761-72; lohn Gretton, 
bookseller in Old Bond Street; and Charles 

Green Say (d. 1775), publisher of the 
Gazetteer, were ordered to attend (Jour­
nals of the House of Lords xxx. 508, 511; 
H. R. Plomer et al., A Dictionary of 
Printers and Booksellers . . . 1726-1775, 
1932, pp. 110, 167, 222). 
23. When they were examined and or­

dered confined in Newgate until they 
paid a fine of £100 each after the para­
graph had been voted 'false, malicious, 
and scandalous, a gross and wanton 
breach of the privilege of this House, and 
tending to the dishonour of the nation' 
(Journals of the House of Lords xxx. 
511). H W gives an account of the debate 
on the punishment to be given in Mem. 
Geo. Ill, loc. cit. 


