206 To GROSVENOR BEDFORD 27 FEBRUARY 1771

To GrosveENor BEprorp, Wednesday 27 February 1771

Printed from Works ii. g8o—2, where the letter was first printed. Reprinted,
Cunningham v. 284-5; Toynbee viii. 14-16. The history of the MS and its pres-
ent whereabouts are not known.

Arlington Street, Feb. 27, 1771.

Dear Sir,

NQUIRING of your son’ today why my new clerk? was not more

instructed, he said, there were circumstances which some persons
of the Treasury would not like to have communicated; which much
surprising me, your son said Mr Rowes had had some cloth, which
he chose to have entered as some other article. This notice did and
could not but greatly astonish me, who have always told you in the
most positive manner that I never would connive at the smallest col-
lusion, nor upon any account receive the least profit that was not
strictly and justly my due. You know I have repeatedly declared to
you that I would not suffer the benefits of my office to be raised by
any indirect practices on my part; and you must remember how
strongly I rejected old Palmer’s+ pretensions, and was firm that I
would lose the perquisites due on what he was entitled to take at
the office, rather than enter into any bargain with him.

When 1 talked to you last at Brixton Causeway,s you desired me
not to let anybody into the secrets of my office. I replied with dis-
satisfaction that I would have no secrets in my office, nor would re-
ceive a shilling from it that I was not willing all the world should
know—and I appeal to yourself if this has not been my constant
rule.

1. Charles Bedford, clerk in the office
of usher of the Exchequer (ante 23 Sept.
1761, n. 2). Grosvenor Bedford died 4
Nov. 1771 and was succeeded by Joseph
Tullie as HW’s deputy in the Exchequer;
on Tullie’s death 20 Nov. 1474 Charles
Bedford became deputy usher (Ossory
i. 217 n. 1; Court and City Register, 1775,
p- 95; 1776, p- 97)-

2. William Harris (d. post 1793), HW’s
clerk in the Exchequer, 1771; yeoman usher
of the Exchequer, 1772 (Court and City
Register, 1773, p. 104; GRrAY ii. 256). The
text in Cunningham reads ‘my new clerk
Mr Harris.’

3. Milward Rowe (ca 1716—92), chief
clerk of the Treasury; commissioner in the
Salt Office, 1772 (6M 1792, Ixii pt i. 188;
Court and City Register, 1773, pp. 102,
121).

4. See ante 24 March 1769, n. 1.

5. Brixton Causeway, in Surrey, con-
tinued to be the address of Charles Bed-
ford after his father’s death (H. B. Wheat-
ley, London Past and Present, 1891, i. 276;
Isaac Reed Diaries 1762-1804, ed. C. E.
Jones, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1946,

p- 109).



