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I am sensible that you have done nothing but from zeal for me 
and regard to my interest—but my honour is infinitely more dear 

to me, and I most peremptorily charge you not to give into the 
least collusion with anybody of the Treasury, in order either to 
serve me by increasing my profits, or by gaining them to my interest. 
I will go shares with no man living in any dirt. I am aware that this 
may make those people my enemies, and may turn them to prejudice 
me by postponing my accounts, by delaying my payments, or, as your 
son said, by preventing their taking many articles from the office on 
which I should have a just profit. But I scorn such traffic, and had 
rather lose the office itself, than blush to hold it by such means. In 
short, I prefer being wronged to doing wrong. 
In the present case, Mr Rowe is welcome to the cloth; but then I 

will pay for it myself, and do absolutely forbid you to charge it in 
any shape to the government. Should he ever make such another 
application to you, or should any other person, you must say that 
you dare not yield to it, and that I have positively forbidden it. 
Mr Harris must be instructed thoroughly in all the duties of his 

place, but I do not desire he should know this transaction, for fear 
he should ever be tempted to imitate it. I am fully persuaded of 
your good intentions to me in it, and that your prudence and fear of 
making me an enemy induced you to comply. But I entreat you to 
remember, that as I have no worldly wisdom myself, I cannot let any 
man living use any for me contrary to right, justice, and the duty I 
owe to the public as a servant of the government. I have held the 
place now above thirty years through many storms, and sometimes 
under much oppression, but my conduct in it has been untainted; 
and as I have disdained to secure it by voting with ministers against 
my conscience,6 you may depend upon it, I will not traffic for the 
favour of clerks by winking at their corruption. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours most sincerely, 

HOR. WALPOLE 

6. See ante 14 March 1763, n. 1. 


