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To BENJAMIN IBBOT, Thursday 18 November 1773 

Printed from a photostat of the MS in the Pierpont Morgan Library. First 

printed, Toynbee Supp. i. 228. For the history of the M S see ante 24 Sept. 1773. 

Address: To Benjamin Ibbot Esq. in Dartmouth Street, Westminster. Post­
mark: P E N N Y POST PAID. 

Memorandum (in an unidentified hand, on the address leaf): Bishop. 

Arlington Street, Nov. 18, 1773. 

M R W A L P O L E sends his compliments to M r Ibbot, and will be 
much obliged to him if he will call, in his walks, in Arlington 

street any morning between eleven and one, after Monday next.1 

To RICHARD STONHEWER, Saturday 27 November 1773 

Printed from the MS now WSL. First printed, Toynbee xi. 64 (misdated 

'Nov. 27, 1779'). The M S was penes Sotheby's in August 1847; sold Sotheby's 

17 June 1875 (Euing Sale), lot 250, to Webster; resold Sotheby's 5 May 1892 

(Webster Sale), lot 215, to Barker; resold Sotheby's 25 Feb. 1893 ('Other Proper­

ties'), lot 253, to Barker; resold Sotheby's 17 July 1894 ('Other Properties'), lot 

370, to Power; resold Sotheby's 1 March 1896 ('Other Properties'), lot 473, to 

Maggs; offered (in a copy of the SH Sale Catalogue, 1842, formerly owned by 

J. H. Anderdon) by Davis and Orioli, Oct. 1941; acquired in a miscellaneous 
collection of autographs by Lew David Feldman (House of El Dieff, Inc.) ca 

1963; resold Christie's 29 July 1971 ('Various Properties'), lot 538, to Maggs; 

offered by Maggs, Cat. 938 (1971), lot 93; sold by Maggs to WSL, NOV. 1971. 

Endorsed by Stonhewer: Mr H. Walpole November 27th 1773. 

Endorsed in an unidentified hand: On Mr Gray's Memoirs etc. 

Nov. 27, 1773. 

I A M extremely obliged to you, Sir, for the perusal of what you 

sent me.1 It is so very interesting to me, that I am afraid to praise 
it as much as it deserves, lest that interest should have fascinated m y 

1. 22 November. We have found no rec­
ord of any such visit. 

1. The first part of William Mason's 
Memoirs of Thomas Gray, which was 
printed in June 1773; see MASON i. 90. 
H W wrote Mason the same day, 27 Nov.: 
'Mr Stonhewer has sent me, and I have 

read, your first part of Gray's life, which 
I was very sorry to part with so soon. . . . 
I should say much more in praise, if, as I 
have told Mr Stonhewer, I was not aware 
that I myself must be far more interested 
in the whole of the narrative, than any 
other living mortal .... Of my two 
friends and me, I only make a most in-


