268 To RICHARD STONHEWER 27 NOVEMBER 1773

eyes. And yet though it must touch me more than it will indifferent
readers, the wit in Mr Gray’s letters, and the tender friendship be-
tween him and our amiable West,? and the extraordinary abilities of
both at so green an age, displayed to the fairest advantage by Mr
Mason’s singular address,® must I think charm everybody that has
feeling or taste. I do not regret the insignificant figure 1 make my-
self. I never had any pretensions to parts like theirs, and I cheerfully
consented to sacrifice myself to do honour to two dead friends that
I valued so much.
Your obedient servant

Hor. WALPOLE

To Lapy TeEMPLE, Monday 20 December 1443
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Dec. 20, 1973.

HAD a person® with me that prevented my answering your Lady-
ship’s kind letter? immediately, which I wished to do and to thank
you for having relieved my mind from the greatest anxiety imagin-

different figure. I do not mean with re-
gard to parts or talents. I never one in-
stant of my life had the superlative vanity
of ranking myself with them. They not
only possessed genius, which I have not,
great learning which is to be acquired,
and which I never acquired; but both
Gray and West had abilities marvellously
premature’ (ibid. i. 114). Mason’s com-
pleted work, entitled The Poems of Mr
Gray, to which are Prefixed Memoirs of
His Life and Writings, was published
go March 177s.

2. Richard West (1716—42), intimate
friend and correspondent of Gray and

HW. Gray's correspondence with his
mother and father, West, and HW occu-
pies the first three sections of Mason’s
Memoirs.

3. ‘'You have with most singular art
displayed the talents of my two departed
friends to the fullest advantage; and yet
there is a simplicity in your manner,
which, like the frame of a fine picture,
seems a frame only, and yet is gold’ (HW
to Mason 27 Nov. 1773, MASON i. 114).

1. Not identified.

2. Missing.



