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From the DUKE OF RICHMOND, Tuesday 9 May 1775 

Printed from the MS now WSL. First printed, Cunningham vi. 275-7. For the 

history of the M S see ante 15 March 1763. 

Endorsed by HW: To H. W. 

Goodwood,1 May the 9th 1775. 

M y dear Sir, 

M A N Y thanks to you for the Duc d'Aiguillon's correspondence,2 

which is enough to convince you and I and every impartial 
m a n that Lord Rochford3 in the H[ouse] of Lords and Lord North4 

in the House of Commons were not very correct in the account they 
gave of the disarming5—but yet it is not sufficient to convict them 
legally of giving a false account, for all this is upon the word of two 
Frenchmen6 and our ministers will say they are not to be credited. 
Perhaps some day or other we may come at more complete evidence. 
I shall be in London the 16th instant to attend a motion of Lord 

Supplement ... to A Biographical His­
tory of England, 1774, p. 536: 'Mr Walpole 
has seen a picture of Lord Treasurer 
BURLEIGH, and three other Lords, play­
ing at cards, which would make a large 
print; but does not recollect where he saw 
it.' In his copy of the Supplement (now 
WSL; Hazen, Cat. of HW's Lib., No. 541), 
H W noted: 'It is at Lord Falkland's at 
Blackheath. Since sold.' The picture has 
not been further traced. 

1. The Duke of Richmond's seat, near 
Chichester, Sussex. 

2. Correspondance de Monsieur le Due 
d'Aiguillon, au sujet de V affaire de 
Monsieur le Comte de Guines et du Sieur 
Tort, et autres interesses, pendant les 

annees 1771, 1772, 1773, 1774, et 1775, 
published 3 April 1775 (DU DE F F A N D iv. 
175). M m e du Deffand had sent H W a 
copy ca 9 April (ibid. iv. 176, 179). See 

M A N N viii. 90. 
3. William Henry Nassau de Zuylestein 

(1717-81), 4th E. of Rochford, 1738; am­
bassador to France 1766-8; secretary of 
state for the north 1766-70, for the south 

i77°-5-
4. Hon. Frederick North (1732-92), 

styled Lord North 1752-90; 2nd E. of 

Guilford, 1790; first lord of the Treasury 

1770-82. 
5. In the debate in the House of Lords 

20 Jan. 1775, 'the Duke [of Richmond] 
. . . attacked the ministers on the base 
and timid conduct of the Court on the 
affair of Falkland's Island, it having just 
appeared in the defence of M. de Guines 
that we had offered to disarm first. Lord 
Rochford intrepidly denied it, said both 
Courts had agreed to disarm on the same 
day, and France and Spain had begun to 
disarm first' (Last Journals i. 422). To this 
account H W added the following note: 
'Though Lord Rochford had the confi­
dence to deny this, solemnly, it was 
proved in the month of April following, 
by the publication of the correspondence 
between the Duc d'Aiguillon and M. de 
Guines, on the latter's cause. It appeared 
there that Lord Stormont had desired to 
have some expressions in those letters al­
tered; and from two of the letters that we 
had absolutely offered to disarm first' 
(ibid.). See Cobbett, Pari. Hist, xviii. 
167-8. North's account in the Commons 
concerning the disarming is apparently 
unrecorded. 
6. The Duc d'Aiguillon and the Comte 

de Guines. 


