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dolence or disgust. Adieu, love me a little and be assured that I am
ever

Your very faithful humble servant,

RICHMOND etc.

To Lorp CAMDEN, ca Monday 12 June 1775

Printed for the first time from a photostat of the MS deposited in the Kent
Archives Office, County Hall, Maidstone, by kind permission of the owner, the
Marquess Camden, Bayham Abbey, Lamberhurst, Kent. The Camden MSS were
deposited in the Kent Archives Office by the 5th Marquess Camden before 196g.

Dated approximately by the reference to the seizure of two ships at New
York on 23 April 1775, mentioned in HW'’s letter to Mason 12 June 1775, and
by the allusion to rumours of a change in administration, hinted at in the letter
to Mason (see nn. 2 and p below).

My Lord,

HE distinguished honour you have done me in speaking to me

with confidence on the most unhappy situation of this country,
has not only been received by me with the utmost gratitude, but per-
haps has intoxicated my vanity so much, that it makes me flatter
myself you will hear without disdain my sentiments on the present
moment. Your Lordship’s wisdom in vain foretold, on every step
taken by the administration for the two last winters, all the fatal
consequences that would ensue. It prevented nothing—because the
object was too dear for the consequences to be attended to! National
blindness (which might be accounted for too) encouraged the min-
isters to precipitate everything—and the moment has advanced faster
than they, or perhaps even your Lordship foresaw. The war is begun,
and whether the event is considerable or trifling in itself, the conse-
quences are vast. The Americans are both enraged and encouraged,
and the first success' will compensate many checks, if they should
receive them. I need not to so penetrating an eye suggest the pros-
pect that arises. The purpose of my letter is not to speculate on the
war itself. There is a nearer consideration that calls for reflection,

1. On 19 April the provincial militia at  Concord flew like wildfire, and threw the
Concord drove back British troops sent whole continent into a flame’ (Last Jour-
out by Gen. Gage to seize an arms maga-  nals i. 465).
zine there; see n. 4 below. ‘The action at



