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FroMm TorHAM BEAUCLERK 19 AUGUST 1775

the letters.’* I shall be much obliged to you if you will inform me
if the Chev[alier] Lorency' is living and, if you see him,’s to make

my compliments to him.

Believe me to be, dear Sir, with great regard,

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

T. BEAUCLERK

To the Duke oF RicumonD, Friday 27 October 1775

Printed from the MS now wsL. First printed, Cunningham vi. 274-5. Re-
printed, Toynbee ix. 274~6. For the history of the MS see ante 15 March 1763.

Endorsed by HW: To the Duke of Richmond.

Endorsed by Richmond: Mr Walpole Oct. 27th 1775. Ans[were]d.t

My dear Loxd,

Oct. 27, 1775.

OU have not been a very active Opposition, but may plead in
excuse that you could do no good.? Now you can—or never.s
Give the ministers no respite. Press them with questions and mo-

and ‘Foote, with all the delicacy she ought
to have used, replied only with wit, irony,
and confounded satire’ (HW to Mann
7 Sept. 1775, MANN viii. 126). The letters
were printed in several newspapers; see
MAsON i. 222 n. 16; OsSORY i. 297 n. 16.
An affidavit by the Duchess’s chaplain, the
Rev. John Forster, swearing that Foote
had tried to blackmail the Duchess, was
printed in the London Chronicle 17-19
Aug., xxxviii. 196. The documents are
printed in full in Simon Trefman, Sam.
Foote, Comedian, r720-1777 (New York,
1971), pp. 240-4. Foote later removed the
offending scenes and the altered version
was produced in 1776 at the Haymarket as
The Capuchin. A Trip to Calais was
not printed in its original form until
1778, the year after Foote’s death.

10. Lady Diana Spencer (1734-1808), el-
dest dau. of the gd D. of Marlborough,
m. 1 (1757) Frederick St John, 2d Vct
Bolingbroke (divorced, 1768); m. 2 (1768)
Topham Beauclerk. The MS reads ‘L D',
apparently a slip of the pen.

11. HW may have seen the initial ex-
change between Foote and the Duchess
that appeared in the London Chronicle

the day before he set out for Paris. His
letters to Mason 6 Sept. and to Mann
7 Sept. show that he had by then also
read Foote’s second letter (MASON i. 222;
MANN viii. 126). He wrote to Lady Diana
from Paris on 23 Aug. and 10 Sept. (both
missing), presumably to thank her for
sending him the correspondence in the
newspapers (‘Paris Journals,” pu DEFFAND
v. 395—6). His letter to Beauclerk 29 Aug.
sent ‘by Mr Edmondson’ is also missing
(ibid.).

12. Jacques Roland (d. 1784), Chevalier
de Lorenzi. HW had met him at Flor-
ence, while he was on the Grand Tour,
and saw him again at Paris in 1765-6
(ante 6 March 1766 and n. g2). His brother,
the Conte Lorenzi (d. 1766), had been the
French minister at Florence.

13. HW saw Lorenzi at Mme du
Deffand’s on 23 Aug. (‘Paris Journals,’” pu
DEFFAND V. 844).

1. Richmond’s reply is missing.

2. See ante 9 May 1775.

3. Edmund Burke also wrote to Rich-
mond 26 Sept. 1775 urging him to action:
‘I should hardly take the liberty of trou-



