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treme danger.3 As soon as I am certain about them,* I will let you
know and am
Your obedient humble servant

Hor. WALPOLE

From WiLLiaM FERMOR," Wednesday 8 September 1784

Printed from Toynbee Supp. ii. 5 n. 1, where the letter was first printed.
Damer-Waller; the MS was sold Sotheby's 5 Dec. 1921 (first Waller Sale), lot
123 (with Fermor to HW 26 Sept. 1784), to Brocklehurst; not further traced.
Mr A. E. Salmon has kindly informed us that the two letters from Fermor to
HW are apparently no longer in the Brocklehurst family collection at Sudeley
Castle.

This letter was probably enclosed in a letter (missing) from Fermor’s mother,

Lady Browne, to HW (MORE 217%).

Sir,

T[u]smore, Sept. the 8th 1784.

FLATTER myself that the following curious anecdotes will help
to make my apology for troubling you with a detail of them. I
have had great satisfaction in collecting the particulars, which will
be sensibly increased should they prove of the least entertainment to

yourself.

In 1782 Mr Lucas,? a gentleman of fortune and veracity, in com-
pany with several others, now residing at Sudeley Castles in Glouces-
tershire, opened the grave where Catherine Parr+ was buried.s She

3. She died the previous day, 4 Sept.
(6™ 1784, liv pt ii. 717).

4. No record of their visit has been
found, but HW may have been referring
to it when he wrote William Fermor post
16 Sept. 1784 that ‘I have a set of com-
pany with me for two or three days.’
Pinkerton was at SH 19-20 Sept. (CHAT-
TERTON 252).

1. (177-1806), of Tusmore and Somer-
ton, Oxon.; son of HW’s Twickenham
neighbour and correspondent Lady
Browne by her first marriage to Henry
Fermor (ca 1715-47); D.C.L. (Oxon.), 1792
(Foster, Alumni Oxon. ii. 457; MORE 192
n. 1; ¢M 1827, xcvii pt i. 114, 580).

2. John Lucas; see pNB sub Catherine
Parr.

3. About seven miles NE of Chelten-
ham. It was then in ruins, but was re-
stored in the nineteenth century (BERRY
ii. 165 n. 16).

4. (1512—48), m. 1 (ca 1529) Sir Edward
Burgh (d. ca 1533); m. 2 (1533) John
Nevill, 3gd Bn Latimer, 1530; m. g (15483)
Henry VIII of England; m. 4 (1547)
Thomas Seymour, cr. (1547) Bn Seymour
of Sudeley.

5. According to ‘Treadway Russell
Nash’s ‘Observation on the Time of the
Death and Place of Burial of Queen
Katharine Parr,” Archeologia, 1789, ix.
1-g, the grave was opened by ‘some ladies,
who happened to be at the castle in May
1782/



